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STAFF VACATION Heidi will be on vacation April 21 - May 1. For immediate

assistance, please contact David or Grant.
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MONUMENT & CORALS

MONUMENT: Work continues on multiple fronts to modi-
fy or remove the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Ma-
rine National Monument.

On March 6th, Pacific Law Foundation filed suit on behalf of
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association, Atlantic Offshore
Lobstermen’s Association, Long Island Commercial Fishing
Association, Rhode Island Fisherman’s Alliance, and Garden
State Seafood Association. The lawsuit claims that Presi-
dent Obama exceeded Antiquities Act authority in siting the
monument in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) which is
not “lands owned or controlled” by the U.S. Government.
Further, he defined boundaries that are not “confined to
the smallest area” compatible with preserving the antiqui-
ty. A group of environmental organizations has petitioned
the court to be involved in the suit in favor of the monu-
ment (see article link on page 37). The Trump Administra-
tion has until mid-June to respond to the lawsuit. For more
details, see the press release on the next page.

We also continue to lobby Congress to use their legislative
authority to amend the monument. On March 15th, the
House of Representatives’ Committee on Natural Resources
held a hearing on the issue. AOLA submitted documenta-
tion for that hearing (see pages 6-7). The National Coalition
for Fishing Communities also submitted a letter on which
AOLA was a signatory.

Fisheries managers continue to argue that the authority to
manage fisheries in federal waters, including within monu-
ments, falls under the purview of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act and related
laws. The Council Coordinating Committee, a body com-

prised of the Regional Fishery Management Council Chairs
and Executive Directors, recently sent a letter to the Presi-
dent stating such (see page 7).

CORALS: The New England Fishery Management Council
(NEFMC) continues work on their Coral Amendment.

In early March the Council held two industry workshops to
discuss the draft coral protection areas with fishermen di-
rectly. Most fishermen were in support of a coral action
that freezes the footprint of current fishing, but does not
close current fishing grounds.

Following the workshops, the Habitat Committee met to
prepare for the April 18th habitat report to the full Council.
At that meeting they selected, as a preferred alternative, a
broad zone at 600 meters (~330 fathoms) with an exemp-
tion for the red crab fleet. This selection was in keeping
with the goal of freezing the footprint of fishing. It is our
understanding that the Committee opted against recom-
mending any discrete zone. For the latest news check your
email and/or listen to the Council proceedings on the 18th.
See www.NEMFC.org for web streaming details.

HABITAT: NOAA has drafted proposed rule making lan-
guage for the Habitat Amendment passed by the NEFMC
last year. That language has been reviewed by the Council
staff and should be published in the Federal Register short-
ly. The draft language includes gear separation language
for eastern Georges Bank (currently Closed Area Il), which
excludes mobile gear in the summer/fall and fixed gear in
the winter/spring, according to the agreements AOLA de-
veloped with the groundfish and scallop fleets.

2017 Vessel Membership Dues

The Association's vessel owner membership year starts on May 1, to coincide with the fishing year.
Dues for fishing year 2017 (May 1, 2017 - April 30, 2018) are listed below.

FY 2016 Dues:
Highliner - $3.00 per active trap
Multiple - $1.00 per active trap
Standard - $1.00 per active trap

FY 2017 Dues:
Highliner - $3.10 per active trap
Multiple - $1.05 per active trap
Standard - $1.10 per active trap
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Creation of the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine
National Monument exceeded the Antiquities Act, which
authorizes monuments only on federal land, not the ocean

Boston, MA: March 7, 2017: A coalition of New England
fishermen organizations filed suit today over former Presi-
dent Barack Obama's designation of a vast area of ocean
as a national monument — a dictate that could sink com-
mercial fishing in New England.

The organizations filing the lawsuit are the Massachusetts
Lobstermen's Association, Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen's
Association, Long Island Commercial Fishing Association,
Rhode Island Fisherman's Alliance, and Garden State Sea-
food Association.

They are represented, free of charge, by Pacific Legal Foun-
dation, a watchdog organization that litigates nationwide for
limited government, property rights, and a balanced ap-
proach to environmental regulations.

Watch a brief video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=g8G_bxQgxCU)

The lawsuit challenges President Obama's September 15,
2016, creation of the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts
Marine National Monument, 130 miles off the coast of Cape
Cod.

"By declaring over 5,000 square miles of ocean — an area
the size of Connecticut — to be a national monument, Presi-
dent Obama set this entire area off-limits to most fishing
immediately, with what remains of fishing opportunities to be
phased out over the next few years," said PLF attorney Jon-
athan Wood. "This illegal, unilateral presidential action
threatens economic distress for individuals and families who
make their living through fishing, and for New England com-
munities that rely on a vibrant fishing industry."

A monumental abuse of presidential power

President Obama claimed to be relying on the federal Antig-
uities Act. But as today's lawsuit makes clear, his decree far
exceeded the authority granted to presidents by that 1906
statute. The Antiquities Act was enacted to protect ancient
antiquities and human relics threatened by looting, giving
the president broad powers to declare monuments con-
sistent with that purpose.

However, the statute permits creation of national monu-
ments only on "lands owned or controlled" by the federal
government. Moreover, any designation must be "confined
to the smallest area" needed to protect the artifacts or ob-
jects that the monument is intended to safeguard.

"President Obama violated both of those core requirements
of the law when he created the Northeast Canyons and
Seamounts Marine National Monument," Wood noted. "Most
fundamentally, the ocean, where the monument is located,
is not 'land,' nor is it federally owned or controlled. The mon-
ument designation is also not confined to the smallest nec-
essary area; on the contrary, its sprawling boundaries bear
no relation to the underwater canyons and seamounts it is
supposed to protect. In short, the designation of a vast area
of ocean as a national monument was a blatant abuse of
presidential power.

"Unfortunately, the Antiquities Act has morphed into a favor-
ite tool for presidents to abuse,” Wood continued. "Today,
presidents use it to place vast areas of federal lands off lim-
its to productive use with little input. Monument designations
are particularly common at the end of a chief executive's
term, once the president can no longer be held accountable.

"Former President Obama was the king of Antiquities Act
abuse, invoking it more times than any prior president and
including vastly more area within his designations than any
predecessor," said Wood. "Our lawsuit is intended to rein in
abuse of the Antiquities Act and underscore that it is not a
blank check allowing presidents to do whatever they want.
The creation of the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Ma-
rine National Monument is a clear example of a president
exceeding his authority, and we are suing to make sure this
edict is struck down and the rule of law prevails."

No environmental justification

"Beyond its violation of the law, the monument designation
also threatens to harm the environment by pushing fisher-
men to other, less sustainable fisheries, and increasing con-
flicts between their gear and whales," said Wood. "The pres-
ident's proclamation cites protection of coral as one of the
reasons for the monument. But the corals remain pristine
after more than four decades of commercial fishing because
fishermen know where the corals are, and carefully avoid
them, out of environmental concern and because coral de-
stroys their gear.

"Instead of punishing New England's fishermen — and shut-
ting down their businesses — federal officials should be ac-
knowledging their positive role as stewards of the ocean's
environmental resources," Wood added. "This is shown in
their laudable efforts to promote sustainability. PLF's clients,
for instance, have spent years working to improve their
methods and equipment and to retire excess fishing permits,
knowing that these costly sacrifices will provide long-term
benefits to their industry and the environment. The monu-
ment designation undermines those sustainability efforts, by
depriving the fishermen of any reward for their sacrifices."

With a 'stroke of the pen,' Obama's illegal action 'puts men
and women out of work'

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Letter from Representatives to the President
MARCH 9, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Access to several of the Nation's key fisheries is in jeopardy
-- through the establishment and expansion of Marine Na-
tional Monuments. All of these marine monuments have
been created by Presidential Proclamations under the Antig-
uities Act of 1906. In the U.S. Pacific Islands region, for ex-
ample, over half of U.S. waters have been closed to com-
mercial fishing by a stroke of the pen and without scientific
evidence, socioeconomic analysis, or a deliberative and
public processes as are mandated under the amended Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management of
1976 (MSA), the nation's primary fisheries law.

The loss of U.S. fishing grounds makes our consumers
more dependent on foreign seafood sources, as only ten
percent of the seafood consumed in the U.S. is domestically
produced. Marine National Monuments created in the U.S.
Pacific Islands resulted in the U.S. tuna purse-seine fleet
losing access to historical fishing areas including all U.S.
waters (0-200 miles) surrounding Jarvis Island, Wake Is-
land, and Johnston Atoll, remote, uninhabited equatorial
possessions of the United States, totaling 1,184,000 square
miles. The Hawaii longline fleet also lost access to these
areas as well as to two-thirds of the U.S. Exclusive Econom-
ic Zone around the Hawaii Archipelago. At the same time,
U.S. government negotiators agreed to reduce significant
access of the U.S. purse-seine vessels to the high seas
within the Western and Central Pacific Ocean as well as
catch limits for U.S. longline vessels. Such actions exemplify
how a President and government bureaucracies can dispas-
sionately decimate U.S. fishing industries.

The commercial fishing prohibitions of Marine National Mon-
uments impact shore-side businesses and local economies
of the U.S. In December 2016, for example, one of the two
canneries in American Samoa, which represent over half of
the local private sector workforce, and over half of the Terri-
tory's Gross Domestic Product, ceased operations due to
lack of U.S. tuna supply. The remaining cannery has stated
that it may close if the regulatory conditions do not change.
Likewise, the loss of access to highly productive fishing
grounds in the northeast has exacerbated the decline of
many fishing ports in the region.

To remedy the impacts that face the U.S. fishing industry,
you can act swiftly and effectively to remove all marine mon-
ument fishing prohibitions. The fisheries would continue to
be managed under federal law (MSA), through Regional
Fishery Management Councils and the Department of Com-
merce. U.S. fisheries support hundreds of thousands of di-

rect jobs, millions of indirect jobs, and billions of dollars in
annual revenue. Removal of the fishing prohibitions stipulat-
ed in the monument proclamations and the return of U.S.
fisheries management to the Regional Fishery Management
Councils would continue to prevent overfishing and protect
the marine environment as required by the MSA and other
applicable laws, while allowing our fishing fleet to compete
with their foreign competitors.

Using the Antiquities Act to close U.S. waters to domestic
fisheries is a clear example of federal overreach and regula-
tory duplication and obstructs well managed, sustainable
U.S. fishing industries in favor of their foreign counterparts.
You alone can act quickly to reveres this travesty, improve
our national security, and support the U.S. fishing industry
that contributes to the U.S. economy while providing
healthy, well-managed fish for American’s tables.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,

Rob Bishop, Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources
Aumua Amata Coleman Radewagen, Member of Congress

Pacific Law Foundation, continued from last page....

"We are fighting every day to keep the men and women
in the commercial fishing industry working, but with one
stoke of President Obama's pen — and his abuse of the
Antiquities Act — they are out of work," said Beth Casoni,
executive director of the Massachusetts Lobstermen's
Association.

"The monument designation will have a negative rippling
effect across the region as fishermen will have to search
for new fishing grounds — only to find they are already
being fished," she said. "The shoreside businesses will
also feel the impacts, as fishermen have to go further and
further to harvest their catch, leaving less funds to rein-
vest in their businesses.

"We are extremely grateful to have PLF at our side as we
fight back against this legal travesty, which is causing so
much hardship for the commercial fishing industry here in
the Northeast."

The case is Massachusetts Lobstermen's Association v.
Ross. More information, including the complaint, a video,
photos, podcast, and an explanatory blog post, is availa-
ble at: www.pacificlegal.org.

About Pacific Legal Foundation

Pacific Legal Foundation, America's most powerful ally
for justice, litigates in courts nationwide for limited gov-
ernment, property rights, individual liberty, and a bal-
anced approach to environmental regulations. PLF repre-
sents all clients free of charge.



AOLA to HOUSE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES - March 15,2017

Dear Chairman Bishop and Ranking
Member Grijalva,

| write to you in my capacity as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Atlantic Off-
shore Lobstermen’s Association and
member of the National Coalition for
Fishing Communities regarding the
Northeast Canyons and Seamounts
Thank

you and the committee members for

Marine National Monument.
your efforts to address the problems
associated with the use of the Antiqui-
ties Act to designate protected areas in
marine waters; we very much appreci-
ate your efforts to make this a trans-
parent process. Our Association and
the Coalition did extensive work on
this issue with the prior Administra-
tion, attempting to mitigate the nega-
tive impacts to the fishing industry.
Several of our members also partici-
pated in your hearing with Mayor
Mitchell in New Bedford, Massachu-
setts and had an opportunity to talk to
you directly.

For over a year, members of the off-
shore fishing industry worked tirelessly
with State personnel, Governors’ offic-
es, Congressional offices, Mayors in
major ports, and others to dissuade
the prior Administration from closing
vast areas in the Atlantic to commer-
cial fishing. In our collective view, there
was never a compelling reason or
threat to the marine resources of the
Atlantic that warranted the use of the
Antiquities Act. with the
mere stroke of a pen, President Obama

However,

closed approximately 5,000 square
miles to fishing, immediately ejecting
the trawl fishery, with a near-term
phase out of other industries. This ac-
tion was taken without formal public
hearings, without cost benefit anal-

yses, without input from the most
affected constituents, and counter to
the spirit of the open government initi-
atives that the former President him-
self advocated. Although select leaders
in the fishing industry had limited ac-
cess to members of the White House
staff, the public and fishing industry
were, by and large, excluded. At no
time prior to the Presidential an-
nouncement did we receive a written
proposal detailing the specifics of the
Monument designation and, further,
the lack of transparency was appalling.

To assert my above comments, | herein
submit to the March 15, 2017 com-
mittee hearing record copies of ten
letters that our Association’s members,
staff, and related groups submitted to
the prior Administration. These letters
were submitted in the spirt of coopera-
tion, with the intent of allowing the
Monument process to continue, while
reducing impacts on the environment
and fishing industry. Our collective ob-
jections to the Monument designation
process via the Antiquities Act, can be
summarized as follows:

e There were no immediate threats to
the marine resources that warranted
the use of the Antiquities Act. Most
documented corals are deeper than
the areas fished and there are no
active proposals for oil, gas, or min-
eral exploration. Monument sup-

called the

“pristine” despite 40 years of fishing.

porters closure area

e Jurisdiction to manage fisheries in
the Monument area is already con-
tained in the Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation and Manage-

ment Act and Atlantic Coastal Fisher-

ies Cooperative Management Act,

promulgated by regional

Fishery :

NOAA
Fisheries. Those acts are subject to

Councils/Commission and
impact analyses (NEPA) and exten-
sive public input. It is our belief that
the advocates for the Monument
proposal specifically used the dated
requirements in the Antiquities Act
to circumvent the public process,
and curtail public input on a key is-
sue affecting thousands of individu-
als, as we do not believe that the
action would have been approved
following the Magnuson-Stevens Act
requirements.

e US. Exclusive
Zones are not land owned or con-
trolled by the United States and

should, therefore, fall outside of An-

marine Economic

tiquities Act authority.

e Various fishing interests provided
detailed and highly confidential in-
formation to the White House Office
of Environmental Quality in order to
document the negative impacts on
the fishing industry. We offered a
range of different alternatives to the
White House that would have avoid-
ed negative impacts, but none were
adopted. This included a proposal for
a closure 5.5 times larger than the
one designated, which would have
protected deep water coral from the
U.S./Canadian border to the Frank R.
Lautenberg Deep-Sea Coral Protec-
tion Area in the Mid-Atlantic.

Economic impacts were not analyzed.
Using confidential industry

e information we estimate financial
impacts on the lobster, crab, squid,
mackerel and butterfish fisheries to
be approximately $30 million direct-
ly and $100 million when multiplied
across the economy.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Continued from last page... Similarly

e Habitat and social impacts were not
analyzed. The Monument closure
forces fishing effort into neighboring
shallower waters that are inhabited and organizations.

by endangered right whales and forc-

es larger vessels inshore, competing

In conclusion, we

with small, community based, day
boat fisheries.

Council Coordination Committee letter
to the President, MARCH 1

Dear Mr. President:

The Nation's eight Regional Fishery Management Councils
(Councils) are charged under the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) with manag-
ing, conserving, and utilizing fishery resources throughout
the entire Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the United
States. In implementing this charge, the Councils are re-
quired to take into account the effects of management ac-
tions on United States fishermen and fishing communities.

The Council Coordination Committee-which consists of the
senior leaders of these Councils-wrote to President Obama
in 2016 to raise concerns with the designation of marine
monuments under the Antiquities Act of 1906 and the ef-
fects of those designations on the Nation's fisheries and on
domestic fisheries management.

Under the requirements of the MSA, the Councils protect
essential fish habitat, minimize bycatch, and comply with
protections for species listed under the Endangered Species
Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, Migratory Bird Treaty
Act and other mandates within the U.S. EEZ. Through im-
plementation of the MSA, the United States is the global
leader in the successful conservation and management of
fishery resources and associated ecosystems in a proactive
sustainable manner. Spatial management, such as the use
of marine protected areas, is one of the tools utilized by the
Councils. Through the Council process, more than 1,000
individual spatial habitat and fisheries conservation
measures have been implemented protecting more than 72
percent of the Nation's ocean waters. The Councils use a
public process, in a transparent and inclusive manner, and
rely on the best scientific information available as required
by the MSA.

As a result, we not only meet conservation objectives but
also ensure sustainable seafood for U.S. consumers, pro-

a6
§ Vo

s

themed
were additionally submitted to the Ad-
ministration by representatives of lo-
cal, state, and regional governments

your committee update the require-

correspondences which require future Administrations
to follow an open and transparent pro-
cess. Thank you for the opportunity to

comment.

Sincerely,

ask that you and David Borden

Executive Director

ments of the Antiquities Act, and at a
minimum formulate recommendations

mote the economies of coastal communities, and maintain
the social-cultural fabric of our Nation's recreational, com-
mercial, and subsistence fishing communities.

Designations of marine national monuments that prohibit
fishing have disrupted the ability of the Councils to manage
fisheries throughout their range as required by MSA and in
an ecosystem-based manner. Our experience with marine
monument designations to date is that they are counterpro-
ductive to domestic fishery goals, as they have displaced
and concentrated U.S. fishing effort into less productive fish-
ing grounds and increased dependency on foreign fisheries
that are not as sustainably managed as United States fish-
eries. The removal of American fishing vessels from U.S.
waters eliminates their ability to act as watchdogs over U.S.
fishing grounds threatened by foreign fishing and other in-
cursions. For all of these reasons and more, we believe fish-
eries management decisions should be made through the
robust process established by the MSA and successfully
used for over forty years to ensure the opportunity for sus-
tainable American fisheries to exist.

Attached to this letter is a resolution approved by the Coun-
cil Coordination Committee in 2016 regarding the successes
of the MSA. The resolution notes that decisions to close
areas of the EEZ through Executive action under authorities
such as the Antiquities Act of 1906 may not take into ac-
count the MSA statutory requirements to achieve Optimum
Yield (OY) from the Nation's fishery resources and may neg-
atively affect domestic fishing jobs and recreational fishing
opportunities and undermine the Regional Fishery Manage-
ment Councils' efforts to develop and implement ecosystem-
based management.

America has made significant progress in curbing illegal,
unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing and minimizing
our nation's dependence upon seafood imports. We hope
you will continue to support our nation's sustainable fisher-
ies and fishing jobs by safeguarding fishery resources in the
U.S. EEZ and their management through the MSA.

Respectfully, Council Chairs

crMc oF :oF Mq,.%

and @
gement

Fishery Management Counc
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Smithwick & Mariners | R
Insurance Agency

We are a full-service independent insurance
agency providing personal, commercial,
business & marine insurance.

»  VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS

* Wide Range of Package Options

* New Vessel, Older Vessel Including Wood .

Construction - we can obtain coverage for 366 U.S. Route 1 - Falmouth, ME 04105
any well maintained boat Tel: 800-370-1883 » Tel: 207-781-5553 + Fax: 207-761-5571
77 North Water Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Competitive programs for Lobster Boats, Draggers, Tel: 800-348-1405 « Tel: 508-993-7411 « Fax: 508-990-7733
Scallopers, Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more. With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - DEDICATED TO SERVICE
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Need a lender

who understands Yﬂ“?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit to Maine's commercial fishing industry.
With long- and short-term financing options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East Is the right choice for you.
We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size.

Our lending experts understand your business. Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves /Bait storage facllities / Equipment / Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

FARM CREDIT EAST

Scott Kenney
Auburn, ME 800.831.4230 / FarmCreditEast.com
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LOBSTER & CRAB MANAGEMENT

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission will con-
vene in early May for their spring meeting. The Lobster
Board is scheduled for a split session on the afternoon of
May 8th (2:45 - 5:15pm) and the morning of May 9th (8 -
10:15am). The draft agenda includes:

1. Consideration of Addendum XXV for final approval

2. Continued development of Addendum XXVI (improved
data collection)

3. Avreport from the GOM/GB subcommittee
4. Discussion of the NEFMC’s coral amendment

The meeting will be streamed online; visit www.ASMFC.org
for details.

SNE LOBSTER: At the May meeting, the Lobster Board will
review public comments gathered during the public hear-
ings and written comment period. They are expected to
select preferred alternatives and approve Addendum 25.
The Association submitted comments, see pages 14-15. The
Area 3 Lobster Conservation Management Team (LCMT)
also submitted comments, which are on page 18.

If the Board opts to increase egg production in SNE, the
LCMTs will be convened to develop area specific plans re-
sponding to the selected target. AOLA will also host
meetings; we expect an iterative process between the two
groups, as has been the case in the past. Grant Moore is
currently AOLA President and Area 3 LCMT Chair and many
AOLA members serve on the LCMT. LCMT plans are ex-
pected to be due to the Lobster Board ahead of the August
meeting, with implementation as early as 2018.

SRR

OceanMedix
The Source For Medical, Emergency &
Safety Equipment - Since 2006

http://www.OceanMedix.com
1-866-788-2642

TRAP CAP: As we have noted in previous Lobster Tales,
there is a disparity between ASMFC’'S and NOAA GARFOQ’s
Area 3 trap caps. When the Commission passed Addendum
18 in 2012 and Addendum 22 in 2013, they outlined 5 years
of permit allocation reductions with corresponding reduc-
tions in the maximum trap cap. On the other hand, GARFO
implemented allocation reductions without changing the
federal trap cap, citing complications with the active trap
cap, single permit cap (banking), and aggregate ownership
cap defined in Addendum 22. The Commission’s plan pro-
scribes the following annual active trap caps: 1900, 1805,
1715, 1629, 1548, for fishing years (FYs) 2016 to 2020, re-
spectively. The federal cap is currently static at 1945 traps.

Last July, GARFO informed the Commission they had offi-
cially shelved Addendum 22 rulemaking, pending the out-
come of Addendum 25. In response, AOLA submitted a
letter to GARFO staff imploring them to correct the trap cap
disparity before fishing year 2018 transfer applications are
accepted this summer, otherwise a correction won’t be
implemented until at least fishing year 2019.

The higher federal cap is undermining the trap reduction
plan and is allowing for higher permit allocations and more
traps in the water. When the FY 2017 fishing year starts on
May 1, there will be 27 Area 3 permits with allocations
above the ASMFC’s proscribed cap. Collectively, this
amounts to over 3,000 extra traps.

GARFQ'’s response to our letter is reprinted on the follow-
ing page. To re-read AOLA’s letter to GARFO, see the Feb-
ruary 2017 issue of Lobster Tales.

Working Fishermen
Our Goal is to
Exceed Your Expectations

Fishing Vessel
Medical Kits

Coastal & Offshore
Configurations

Available in three sizes to
accommodate the number of
POB, duration of trip and
distance away from professional
medical care
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Letter to AOLA regarding trap cap

2 4 FEBRUARY 27, NOAA GARFO

Dear Grant,

Thank you for your letter dated January 13, 2017, re-
questing that we implement the Area 3 trap limits set forth
in Addenda XXI and XXII of the Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission’s Interstate Fishery Management Plan for
American Lobster.

Your letter highlights the discrepancy between the current
Area 3 trap limit and the active and aggregate trap limits
adopted by the Commission in Addendum XXII. The issue is
important and the points you make are interesting. Certain-
ly, state-federal regulatory consistency is an oft-stated goal
of our agency. Events, however, have undermined our abil-
ity to expedite this goal.

As you are aware, the status of the Southern New England
(SNE) lobster stock has been a principle concern of the
Commission's Lobster Board for years now. That concern
recently became acute in late 2015, when new scientific
information revealed that an 85-percent reduction in fish-
ery exploitation would be necessary to sustain the stock at
its current condition. This stock status revelation forced the
Board to re-think its previous strategies and propose a new
lobster addendum (Addendum XXV) that contains alterna-
tives that potentially supersede and nullify previously rec-
ommended management measures. For that reason, the
Board recommended that NOAA's National Marine Fisher-
ies Service hold off on implementing new SNE lobster
measures, at least until such a time that Addendum XXV is
enacted and the Board's new strategy becomes clear.

The Area 3 active and aggregate trap limit proposal is one
of the pending issues caught up in the delay. The proposal
was part of a suite of measures recommended by the Board
to amend its Trap Transfer Program. The Board proposed
these new measures in Addenda XXI and XXII in 2013, be-
fore the new scientific information on the SNE stock was
available. Among other things, the addenda revised the
Trap Transfer Program by establishing aggregate traps lim-
its, formerly known as trap banking. The new system would
allow permit holders to purchase Area 2 and Area 3 trap
allocation in excess of the active trap caps and use those
additional traps to offset annual trap reductions estab-
lished under Addendum XVIII. Clearly, it seems imprudent
to enact a new rule allowing for the activation of latent
(banked) traps when potential Addendum XXV measures
could soon require the permanent removal of active traps.

At its October 2016 meeting, the Board discussed the issue
and decided to wait and reassess these measures after the
finalization of Addendum XXV, when it will have a better
understanding of which elements of Addenda XXI and XXII
will fit in with the overall management program. The Board
could make a decision on the final elements of Addendum
XXV as early as May 2017. Given the uncertainty of the out-
come of Addendum XXV, we agree with the Commission's
approach. We recognize, however, that the annual reduc-
tions in the Area 3 active trap limits may be worthy of con-
sideration separately from the other measures in Addenda
XXI and XXII, such as trap banking, and could be evaluated
concurrently with a rulemaking action in response to Ad-
dendum XXV.

Thank you for your interest in this important fishery,

Sincerely,
John K. Bullard
Cc: Robert Beal, ASMFC

Looking for vessels to carry crab sampler...

AOQLA has partnered with MA Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) on a Jonah crab tagging and data
collection project. To make this project successfully, we need to deploy 40,000 tags! All crews willing to

carry a sea sampler from MA DMF to tag crabs, please contact Heidi. Crews will be compensated for

food costs as well as paid market value for all legal crabs that are tagged. MA DMF can also help

with Insurance, if needed.

Tags are being deployed in SNE, GB, and GOM, so everyone should be on the lookout for tagged crabs.

Please call or text Heidi with recapture reports (see reporting details on page 2.)
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111 Myrtle St New Bedford, Mass 02740
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Now selling “Pro Flex” Sinking Rope
Hi-tensile co-polymer light green (steel rope) float blended with sinking polyester
Available in the following diameters and coil sizes. ALL SIZES $2.00/Ib

5/16” x 1800° 3/8"x 1200°  1/2" x 1200°  5/8" x 2400’
11/32” x 1800" 7/16" x 1200° 9/16” x 1200 Tons is stock

Tel: 508-997-4787 ask for Myron
111 Myrtle St New Bedford, MA 02740
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AQUAMESH"®

Made in America, Fished Around the World

Since 1980 Riverdale Mills has been
manufacturing Aquamesh® in
Massachusetts using an exclusive
Galvanizing After Welding (GAW) and
PVC coating Process. Our specialized
GAW manufacturing method and
proprietary marine grade PVC coating
is what sets AQquamesh® apart from its
foreign competitors and makes it the
most trusted, top performing and
best-selling marine wire in the world.

POLYSTEEL ATLANTIC im.
EAST COAST ROPE m.

4638 Portsway Ave.,
Edwardsville, NS

More Strength...  Tel: (902) 562-8889
Less Stretch Fax: (902) 562-8887
POLYSTEEL® Ropes www.polysteel.ca
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AOLA to ASMFC - DRAFT ADDENDUM XXV PUBLIC COMMENTS - April 7, 2017

Dear Megan,

The Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s
Association (AOLA) submits the follow-
ing comments toward Draft Addendum
XXV to the American Lobster Fishery
Management Plan. As noted in the
Draft Addendum, the principal chal-
lenge facing lobster in Southern New
England is increased natural mortality,
because of climate warming and pre-
dation. While we understand that the
Lobster Board is committed to re-
sponding to the 2015 stock assess-
ment, we urge Board Members to bal-
ance increased management with the
Addendum'’s stated goal of “preserving
a functional fishery”.

As is noted in the Draft Addendum’s
introductory comments, the SNE fish-
ery has already reduced active permits,
active traps, and landings compared to
the 1990s peak. Depending on the
metric, these reductions range from 42
to 84 percent (Draft Addendum, Tables
2, 3 and 4). Most of this attrition has
taken place inshore, in response pri-
marily to resource and economic driv-
ers and secondarily to management
measures. In the offshore waters of
Area 3, landings have remained rela-
tively stable across the 1982-2012-time
series, except for a modest boom in
the 1990s (Draft Addendum, Table 6).
Anecdotally, in recent years SNE off-
shore lobstermen report improved
catch per unit effort, larger lobsters,
and increased abundance of both juve-

niles and ovigerous females.

We offer the following management
option preferences:

Issue 1 — Target Increase in Egg Pro-
duction: Many AOLA members sup-
port “Option A: 0% Increase in Egg Pro-

duction”, citing the following reasons:
1) the primary drivers of the poor stock
are climatic and environmental, not
fisheries based and 2) the fishery inde-
pendent data on which the assessment
is based come from waters of less than
200 feet, whereas most of the fishery
is now conducted in deeper offshore
waters (Draft Addendum, Figure 4).
Offshore landings have been stable or
increasing in the last 10+ years, with
the average lobster size well above the
minimum gauge; many lobstermen feel
past stock problems offshore have
been rectified, but the dataset used to
inform the stock assessment does not
capture rapidly changing conditions.

Recognizing that the Board may feel
obligated to act, the Association’s pre-
ferred action alternative is “Option B:
20% Increase in Egg Production” with a

phased implementation of 10% per
year for two years. Selecting an egg
production target larger than 20%
would be contrary to the Addendum’s
goal of “preserving a functional fish-
ery” by putting marginal fishermen out
of business, or forcing relocation to the
GOM/GBK stock. Implementing regula-
tion over multiple years will help main-
tain a viable lobster industry in SNE.
Relatedly, the Association supports the
use of “Recent Years” to calculate trap
reduction impacts on egg production,
since this reference period more accu-
rately reflects stock conditions (Draft
Addendum, Table 12).

Issue 2 — Management Tools: The As-
sociation supports “Option A, Manage-

ment Tools Can Be Used Independent-

ly”. This option gives LCMTs and States
the most flexibility to select from the

analyzed management tools to craft ,

area specific plans that will meet the
goals of this Addendum.

Issue 3 — Recreational Fishery: The
Association supports “Option A, Recre-

ational Fishery Must Abide by Manage-
ment Actions Taken in This Adden-
dum”. This option is equitable and sim-

plifies rulemaking and enforcement. If
this is a stock-wide problem, as es-
poused by the stock assessment, all
user groups in all geographic areas,
including commercial traps in every
LCMA, recreational traps, recreational
diving, and commercial bycatch fisher-
ies, should be held to equivalent stand-
ards.

Issue 4 — Season Closures: The Associ-
ation supports “Option B with Sub-

Option B, No Possession of Lobsters
While Fishing, Most Restrictive Rule
Does Not Apply”. Importantly, this op-

tion will allow for alternative trap fish-
eries, which are of increasing im-
portance to SNE fishermen and con-
sistent with the Addendum’s intent to
preserve a functional SNE fishery. This
option also simplifies operational logis-
tics and enforcement. The Most Re-
strictive Rule should not apply, be-
cause in this circumstance it would be
discriminatory to treat multi-area per-
mit holders differently than single-area
permit holders. It would also be dis-
criminatory to close overlap areas to
only a subset of fishermen. Further,
we caution that Option C may violate
NOAA’s National Standard 4 by dis-

criminating based on State residency.

Issue 5 — Uniform Regulations: The
Association supports “Option A, Regu-
lations Are Not
LCMAs”. While we feel there are bene

Uniform _ Across

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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form regulations will disadvantage
specific LCMAs. We don’t believe
standardization should be mandated,
nor do we wish to speak to specific
regulations for areas other than LCMA
3. The area management process
should be allowed to operate without

constraint.

Issue 6 — Implementation of Manage-
ment Measures in LCMA 3: The Asso-
ciation supports “Option A: Maintain
LCMA 3 as a Single Area (Status
Quo)”. We appreciate the Board’s
inclusion of options in the public doc-

ument targeting regulations to the
SNE portion of Area 3 only, however,
the
membership predominately prefers

after considerable discussion,
operating under a single set of regula-
tions. We worry that a demarcation
line in Area 3 would have unintended
consequences for the fishery and per-
mit market. Effort would likely redi-
rect to the GOM/GB stock causing
gear conflict and possible increased
whale/gear interaction, and the value
of permits with SNE only history could
depreciate.

Issue 7 - Management Action in De
Minimis States: The Association does
not have a preference on this issue.
However, we caution that an exemp-
tion (Option 2) may be in violation of
National Standard 4, as it would apply
differential regulations in federal wa-
ters based on state residency. Option
2 also provides the possibility of con-
version of latent effort to active effort
in these states.

allocation reduction and 10% transfer
tax conservation, the LCMA 3 fleet
proactively reduced traps by close to
30% in the early 2000s. Per the Tech-
nical Committee’s (TC) analysis, these
proactive reductions improved egg
production, however they never re-
ceived management credit. Converse-
ly, other LCMAs have taken more re-
cent action, which will be credited to
this Addendum. This is grossly unfair
and places more of the conservation
burden on the offshore fleet, despite
the stock assessment’s focus on in-
We ask that the
Board enact policies that ensure all

shore populations.

geographic areas and all fisheries con-
tribute equally to egg production tar-
gets.

2. Recent research by the University
of Rhode Island indicates that the
vent sizes which have been in place
since 2010 release more legal lobsters
than calculated by the TC. This re-
search should be reviewed and higher
release rates factored into any action
by the Commission.

3. The Lobster Board agreed that all
user groups should contribute to egg
production targets. However, as it
stands, only a subset of the manage-
ment tools would apply to commer-
cial trawl and gillnet fisheries. To ap-
ply impacts equitably, we recommend
reducing the 100/500 bycatch allow-
ance in proportion with trap fishery
effort reductions.

Sincerely,
J. Grant Moore, President
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Area 3 LCMT Draft Addendum
XXV Comments - APRIL 6, 2017

Dear Megan,

The Area 3 Lobster Conservation Man-
agement Team met on April 3, 2017 in
person at the MADMF office in New
Bedford, MA and via conference call.

The following LCMT members were in
attendance: Grant Moore — Chair, Peter
Brown (phone), Roy Campanale, Marc
Palombo, and James Violet. The fol-
lowing additional Area 3 lobstermen
were in attendance: Dennis Colbert and
Ted McCaffrey (phone). The following
support staff were in attendance: David
Borden — Atlantic Offshore Lob-
stermen’s Assn. and ASMFC Lobster
Board, Dan McKiernan — MADMF and
ASMFC Lobster Board, Bob Glenn —
MADMF, Tracy Pugh — MADMF and
ASMFC Lobster Technical Committee,
Stormy Reed — MADMF, Burton Shank
— NOAA NMFS NEFSC and ASMFC
Lobster Technical Committee, Heidi
Henninger — Atlantic Offshore Lob-
stermen’s Assn. (phone). LCMT mem-
bers Gary Mataronas, Mike Sara-
pochillo, and Robert Burcaw did not
attend, but submitted written com-
ments.

The Area 3 Lobster Conservation Man-
agement Team offers the following
management preferences by consen-
sus.

Issue 1 - Target Increase in Egg Pro-
duction: The LCMT supports “Option
A: 0% Increase in Egg Production” for
LCMA 3. Offshore landings have been
stable or increasing in the last 10+
years, with the average lobster size
well above the minimum gauge; many
lobstermen feel past stock problems
offshore have been rectified, but the
dataset used to inform the stock as-
sessment does not capture rapidly
changing conditions. The LCMT sup-
ports status quo in Area 3 until Adden-
dum 26 data improvements are imple-
mented and the 2018 stock assess-
ment in complete.

Should the Board feel obligated to act,
the LCMT’s preferred action alternative
is “Option B: 20% Increase in Eqg Pro-
duction” with a phased implementation

of 10% per year for two years. The
LCMT urges the Board to consider
awarding conservation credit for past,
proactive measures by Area 3 lobster-
men, including, but not limited to the
first round of 30% trap cuts in the
2000s. If credit is not given to these
prior efforts an unfair conservation bur-
den will again be shouldered by the
offshore fleet, despite the stock assess-
ment's focus on inshore populations.
The LCMT strongly feels that Area 3
should not be primarily responsible for
improving egg production.

Issue 2 — Management Tools: The
LCMT supports “Option A, Manage-
ment Tools Can Be Used Independent-
ly”. This option allows for much needed
management flexibility to craft area
specific plans that will meet the goals of
this Addendum.

Issue 3 — Recreational Fishery: The
LCMT supports “Option A, Recreational
Fishery Must Abide by Management
Actions Taken in This Addendum”. This
option is equitable and simplifies rule-
making and enforcement. All user
groups, including the commercial fish-
ery, recreational traps, recreational div-
ing, and commercial bycatch fisheries,
should be held to equivalent standards.

Issue 4 - Season Closures: The
LCMT supports “Option B with Sub-
Option B, No Possession of Lobsters
While Fishing, Most Restrictive Rule
Does Not Apply”. This option allows for
alternative trap fisheries, which are of
increasing importance to SNE fisher-
men and consistent with the Adden-
dum’s intent to “preserve a functional
SNE fishery”. This option also simplifies
operational logistics and enforcement.
The Most Restrictive Rule should not
apply, because in this circumstance it
would be discriminatory to treat multi-
area permit holders differently than sin-
gle-area permit holders.

Issue 5 — Uniform Regulations: The
LCMT supports “Option A, Regulations
Are Not Uniform Across LCMAs”. We
don’t believe standardization should be
mandated, nor do we wish to speak to
specific regulations for areas other than
LCMA 3.

Issue 6 — Implementation of Manage-
ment Measures in LCMA 3: The
LCMT supports “Option A: Maintain
LCMA 3 as a Single Area (Status
Quo)”. The LCMT polled much of the
active Area 3 fleet and the predominant
preference is for equity across the fleet.
Further, LCMT members worry that a
demarcation line, even if implemented
on an annual basis, could trigger redi-
rection of effort into the GOM/GB stock,
causing gear conflicts and possible in-
creased interactions with large whales.

Issue 7 - Management Action in De
Minimis States: The LCMT does not
have a preference on this issue.

Other Comments:

1. The LCMT recommends additional
management options be included in
Addendum 25, such as mandatory v-
notching and credit for conservation
achieved via the current vent sizes.

2. This is a data poor fishery, particular-
ly in Area 3 waters. The LCMT sup-
ports efforts to develop, for Addendum
26, a wide range of options to improve
data collection and fully utilize existing
industry datasets.

3. The LCMT is concerned about the
disparity between ASMFC’s trap cap
reduction plan (Addendum 22) and
NMFS’s static trap cap. The uncertain-
ty regarding future federal rulemaking
to address trap cap/transferability provi-
sions previously approved by ASMFC
is severely hindering the fleet's ability
to make sound business plans.

4. If the Board opts to act to increase
egg production, the LCMT recom-
mends that the remaining years (FYs
2017-2020) of ongoing Area 3 trap re-
ductions be accelerated to complete all
reductions within the management
timeframe outlined in final Addendum
25 language. This includes federal ac-
tion to resolve the trap cap disparity; to
resolve this disparity, the LCMT recom-
mends consideration of a trap cap of
1800, but all permits allocations in ex-
cess of the original ASMFC approved
trap cap (1548) would be subject to a
higher transfer tax.

Sincerely,
J. Grant Moore, LCMT Area 3 Chair
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NOAA invites public comment on the recently released
National Charting Plan. Comments are due by midnight,
June 1, 2017. The National Charting Plan is a strategy to
improve NOAA nautical chart coverage, products, and dis-
tribution. It describes the evolving state of marine naviga-
tion and nautical chart production, and outlines actions
that will provide the customer with a suite of products that
are more useful, up-to-date, and safer to navigate with. It
is not a plan for the maintenance of individual charts, but a
strategy to improve all charts.

Since the introduction of electronic navigational charts
(ENCs) thirty years ago, the size of commercial vessels
has increased four-fold and navigation systems have be-
come more sophisticated. Additionally, there are now over
15 million recreational boat users in the U.S. and many
have joined professional mariners in using electronic chart
displays and NOAA digital chart products when navigating.
User groups of all types are increasingly expecting more
precise, higher resolution charts, and greater timeliness
and ease-of-access to chart updates. This plan presents
strategies to meet the growing demand.

The National Charting Plan outlines several improvements
to chart content, such as:

e Reducing unwarranted alarms in the electronic chart
display and information system (ECDIS) used by large
commercial vessels and Improving the differentiation
between dangerous and non-dangerous wrecks.

e Resolving uncertainties about ‘reported,” ‘existence
doubtful,” and ‘position approximate’ dangers.

e Creating an orderly layout for ENC charts that will re-
place the current set of 1,182 irregularly shaped ENC
cells compiled at 131 different scales with a regular
gridded framework of cells compiled at a few dozen
standard scale.

e Strengthening partnerships with the U.S. Coast Guard
by developing methods to ingest changes to the data-
base of USCG maintained aids to navigation directly
into Coast Survey’s chart production system. This will
save time and avoid any chance of data being entered
incorrectly by hand.

For information on how to provide written comments about
this plan, see the Federal Register Notice or go to: https://
www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/docs/
NationalChartingPlan.pdf

Low-Cost, Real-Time
Oceanographic Data Transmission

Systems in Development
The NOAA FISHERIES NAVIGATOR
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For the past year and a half, the Northeast Fisheries Sci-
ence Center's Oceanography and Cooperative Research
Branches, partnering with fishermen, have been leverag-
ing funds and opportunities to develop and test low-cost
methods to transfer real-time oceanographic data from
fishing vessels. Two successful technology systems have
been developed so far: the first combines modifications to
GLOBASTAR transmitters (used previously on ocean drift-
ers), recently-developed wireless temperature/depth re-
corders, and Windows software running on a laptop com-
puter; the second, in final testing stages, involves a less
expensive microcomputer, a new locally-developed tem-
perature/depth recorder and an IRIDIUM satellite transmit-
ter.

As fishermen haul their gear with a wireless temperature
sensor attached, the onboard computer system automati-
cally sends the time, latitude and longitude, and average
temperature and depth for the fishing effort to the satellite
system. Within minutes, the data arrives at the lab in
Woods Hole, which posts it on a website for the participat-
ing fishermen and collaborating scientists to view. This
real-time transmission of oceanographic data can allow
the data to be used by ocean researchers immediately,
and allow for quick feedback to fishermen that they can
use to fish more selectively and avoid unwanted bycatch.

We have collected and transmitted bottom temperature
data from more than 1,750 hauls since the beginning of
the project. Once fully developed, fishermen using these
systems can report catch information and other data at a
fraction of the cost of commercial ship-to-shore transmis-
sion. Additional sensors are being developed, including
some that report directly to a smartphone instead of a
shipboard computer. The systems are also being devel-
oped to deploy on unmanned sailboats, moored buoys,
and drifters. Next steps also include investigating the pos-
sibility of extracting the temperature/depth feeds from ex-
isting net mensuration systems with temperature sensors,
such as those made by NOTUS and Simrad. All of these
advancements will enhance the data available to better
understand ocean dynamics and drivers of fish distribu-
tion. For more information on this data telemetry work,
please contact James.Manning@noaa.gov.
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YOUR FULL-SERVICE MARINE NEEDS!

ENGINES - GENSETS - TRANSMISSIONS
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Marine Electronics for Over 30 Years
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NEWSbries

SKATES

The Skate Advisory Panel and Oversight Committee both
met in early April and discussed the de facto skate closure
last winter, with the AP recommending that the Council
start a Framework specifically to address FY 2017 posses-
sion limits. This recommendation was formalized into a
motion at the Committee level. The Committee’s motion
will be considered by the full Council on April 18th.

Assuming the Council approves, a Framework will be de-
veloped this summer, with the hope of having new regu-
lations in place before next winter. New regulations
would be aimed at keeping the fishery open and bait
available throughout the year, likely through more gradu-
al reductions in trip limits, if/when the catch is nearing
the cap.

The Skate Committee is also developing an Amendment
which could limit entry into the skate fishery and a second
Framework for FY 2018 specifications, which will hopeful-
ly increase catch limits in future years.

In March, the Association submitted a letter to the
NEFMC about this issue. That letter is copied on the next

page.

We are saddened to report of the
passing of David Dubois, founder and
owner of Marine Safety Consultants
of Fairhaven, MA.

Sincere condolences to his family,
friends, and the many in the fishing
community who worked with Dave

over the years.

MAHI/DOLPHIN FISH

The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC)
has added an option to Dolphin Wahoo Draft Amendment
10 related to possession of mahi onboard properly per-
mitted lobster vessels. This action is a result of a letter the
Association sent to the SAFMC in 2016 after we were noti-
fied of a little known clause in federal regulation that
makes it illegal to possess mahi during a trip where non-
authorized gear is used to target another species (e.g. pot
fishing).

In March the Dolphin Wahoo Committee decided to in-
clude the following alternatives in the draft Amendment.
They will review the draft Amendment again in June, se-
lect preferred alternatives at that time, and approve for a
public comment period in July. The Amendment should
be finalized and approved in August.

1) Status Quo - "The following are the only authorized
gear types in the fisheries for dolphin and wahoo in
the Atlantic EEZ: Automatic
handline, pelagic longline, rod and reel, and spearfish-

reel, bandit gear,
ing gear (including powerheads). A person aboard a
vessel in the Atlantic EEZ that has on board gear types
other than authorized gear types may not possess a
dolphin or wahoo."

2) (Alternate that AOLA provided, which defines a spe-
cific exemption for lobster) - "The following are the
only authorized gear types in the fisheries for dolphin
and wahoo in the Atlantic EEZ: Automatic reel, bandit
gear, handline, pelagic longline, rod and reel, and
spearfishing gear (including powerheads). A vessel in
the Atlantic EEZ that possess both an Atlantic Dol-
phin/Wahoo Commercial Permit and valid Federal
commercial American lobster permit endorsed for
trap fishing only is authorized to target dolphin/
wahoo with rod and reel while fishing for lobsters. A
person aboard a vessel in the Atlantic EEZ that has on
board gear types other than authorized gear types
may not possess a dolphin or wahoo.
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AOLA to NEFMC - SKATE BAIT CONCERNS - March 15, 2017

Dear Chairman Quinn,

This letter follows on our March 13" discussion of the skate
fishery and recent actions by NOAA. The regulatory actions
caused major problems for the offshore lobster and Jonah
crab fleet because skates are a popular bait product. Bait
prices skyrocketed and far worse, for a short period, there
were literally no skates available. This situation also affect-
ed northern New England inshore lobstermen who use
skates as bait in areas with high concentrations of slime
eels, where few other baits hold up. To be clear, NOAA did
what the skate FMP required.

In addition to the lobster and Jonah crab industry, NOAA’s
action had negative impacts on many other New England
fishing fleet, including the monkfish and directed skate bait
fisheries. For example, most of the vessels in the small boat
(30-50 foot) SNE monkfish large mesh gillnet fishery en-
counter significant quantities of skate as a bycatch when
they target monkfish in nearshore areas. However, the size
of these vessels limits the fleets’ ability to move offshore in
winter months to avoid skates. This left them with three
options; fish inshore and discard large quantities of skates,
terminate fishing all together, or fish offshore in areas that
their vessels are not equipped to operate. None of these
desirable from operational, safety, and fishery manage-
ment perspectives. Therefore, | ask that NEFMC consider
amending the FMP to avoid similar regulatory actions in the
future.

| suggest that any amendment to the skate plan work to

slow down landings gradually, avoid accountability

measures that inadvertently create discards which then
trigger ACL reductions, and consider decoupling wing and

bait fishery regulatory responses. As the plan currently
stands, the required regulatory action taken by NOAA likely
triggered additional discards, which will be deducted from
future year’s allocations, setting up a downward spiral in
which ACL goes down, each time regulatory discards go up.
In discussions with the directed bait industry, they relate
that nuances in the current regulations require NOAA to
take simultaneous action in both the wing and bait fisher-
ies. However, the directed bait industry seems to be in fa-
vor of actions that slow the fishery down rather than ac-
tions that trigger de-facto closure.

Finally, as we both know, there will be many different and
competing perspectives to consider ahead of initiating a
regulatory change, including staff time, Council priorities,
NOAA flexibility, timing, and legal constraints. Therefore,
rather than have this issue addressed by the Council as a
whole, | suggest it would be more efficient to request the
Executive Committee, in consultation with NOAA staff, dis-
cuss this issue and formulate a strategy for Council consid-
eration.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this request,
and happy to discuss such by phone or provide contact in-
formation for others who were negatively affected.

Best Regards,
David Borden, Executive Director

CcC:

John Bullard, Regional Administrator, NOAA NMFS GARFO
Michael Pentony, Asst. Reg. Admin., NOAA NMFS GARFO
Tom Nies, Executive Director, NEFMC

J. Grant Moore, President, AOLA

Tel: (978) 768-6055

Charlie Symonds

Cape Ann Mechanical Services, Inc.

d/b/a Essex Service Co.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration
Sales & Service

Fax: (978) 768-1168

P.O. Box 83
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NEW ENGLAND'S LARGEST LIFE RAFT SERVICE COMPANY

SALES « SERVICE - EPIRB TESTING

= LRSE

INDUSTRY LEADERS IN INSPECTING & SERVICING:
« Life Rafts * EPIRBs & PLBs
= Flare Kits » Immersion Suits

www.lrse.com Tiverton, Rl 401-816-5400
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Barrel Head Bait

SELLING QUALITY SALTED
AND FROZEN BAIT FOR OVER
30 YEARS!

.

Call For Products List and Delivery Schedule ‘

To Place An Order:
For More Information:

Mark Flight
mark@barrelheadbait.com

The Bait Line:
857-200-2129
Or Fax:

617-561-8471
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SLR (US) Inc.
MARINE * FISHING GEAR * SAFETY
Loss ahog({

44 South Street - - Marine & Safety - - Tel: 508-993-0010 :

82 MacArthur Drive - - Rigging, Mooring & Industrial - - Tel: 508-892-9519

www.Hercules-SLR-US.com 1-800-467-8865 New Bedford, MA 02740
JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com

Commercial Fishing - Marine Safety
*Marine Hardware * Stormline Foul Weather Gear * Buoys *
*Lobster Bands*Fish Tubs*Cordage*Netting*Floats*Leadline*
*Cotesi Trawl Netting, Sinking& Leaded/Sink Rope* Wire Rope*
*Golf & Batting Cage Netting*Hi Flyers 12',15' & 14'’XHD*
*Polyform US Buoys & Fenders-All Colors*Mustang Survival Gear*
*Recreational Mooring Equipment™ Safeguard Safety Products™
*Esterpro Sinking & HydroPro Rope Made by Polysteel*

Revere Life Rafts - SALES & SERVICING (Any Brand Accepted)

{ ' HERCULES gc

We sell Imperial Survival Suits & Inspect all brands of Survival Suits

USCG Safety Inspection Station # 327 For on-board Vessel
Inspections & Safety Drills, Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors:
Rodney Avila 508-889-0401 or Ted Williams 508-264-5779

ORANGE Baskets on SALE NOW!!

EPIRB**Sales & Service** ACR & Paines Wessex

Visit our new Rigging Shop for all your needs!!

Gill Net Shop - We Strip, Hang & Ship
Webs, Leadline, Rope & Floats in Stock

1
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Surfacewor

Distributors of high performance coatings I ‘

www.surfaceworx.com M’

PPGP ive & Marine Coati @
" . *Now ava ,-13:‘:-_::3":::;':23;1 Rh:di:::; na Lgfot.:::frf Amercnal
FEATURING INTERSHIELD 300V

R:L £ Interrlatmal Ahraslun Resistant Aluminum Pure Epoxy

Universal Primer directly to

Marine Coatings mechanically prepared steel
. i 9 ) + NSF Approved
The world leader in marine coatings. +  Zinc Primer Not Required

* Low Temp Application

Mum-rurpfsﬁl-afxl:ﬁaﬁi D E VOE

Provides fast recoat, cold weather cure, surface tolerance, and

applies like an enamel prﬂtim:t. H'GH FERFDRMANCE

No other coating system can be used as widely with fewer 1;_-" o ATINIFCC

¥ i b '1 F ol
restrictions due to temperature, dew point or humidity. LDk

PREPBOND 2.8

A penetrating primer/sealer for superior adhesion to

B e .
marginally prepared surfaces
«  Single component
* May be applied in below freezing temps, and applied

up to 99% relative humidity

surfacewo 124 Turmnpike St. = Waest Bridgewater, MA 02379
. Phone: 608-587-8877 - Fax: 5608-587-4583

147 Cranberry Highway * PO Box 692 * Sagamore, MA 02561
800-356-3133 + 508-888-1469
www.canalfuel.com

OUR COMMITIMENT TO YOU
At Canal Fuel Company we believe it is our customer loyalty and strong commitment to
remaining Cape Cod’s premier full service home heating oil company that will keep customers coming
back. We do business the old fashion way with no gimmicks or hidden fees attached. We offer
service contracts that include a free cleaning and tune-up. Our service department will tune your
burner for maximum efficiency and peace of mind. You can count on us for the best C.0.D. price on

Cape Cod. Our staff is a strong, knowledgeahble and responsive team who are always there for all your

needs. In the field and on the road you can be sure our drivers will go above and beyond to provide you
with the best service possible.

MARINE DIESEL & LUBE OILS

Canal Fuel has been serving the marine fishing industry for
over 50 years. We would like to take this opportunity to

assure you that we will do our utmost to meet your fuel
needs with excellent service at the lowest cost. We offera
wide variety of marine lube oils that we have in stock at all
times. If we do not stock it, we can get it.
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SAFETY
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w Senate Letter regarding Coast
A %I & Guard 2018 Budget

§

ENAT G
Dear Director Mulvaney:

Reports have surfaced that there is a proposed $1.3 billion
reduction to the United States Coast Guard's Fiscal Year
2018 Presidential budget request. We strongly urge you to
refrain from any such cuts. The Coast Guard budget has
suffered a steady decline since 2010, which resulted in neg-
ative impacts to Coast Guard missions, infrastructure, de-
lays in necessary recapitalization efforts, and has generally
constrained Coast Guard operations. We are concerned
that the Coast Guard would not be able to maintain mari-
time presence, respond to individual and national emer-
gencies, and protect our nation's economic and environ-
mental interests.

The Coast Guard is a lean service with 41,700 active duty
members supporting 11 statutory missions worldwide. In
2016, the Coast Guard prevented a record breaking
416,000 pounds of illegal drugs worth nearly $5.6 billion
from entering the United States. Central resources for pre-
venting illicit drugs from pouring into the United States are
the Coast Guard's aging fleet of High Endurance Cutters,
Medium Endurance Cutters, and Island Class Patrol Boats.
Although the Coast Guard has continued to demonstrate
the ability to accomplish more with less, the service's oper-
ational tempo is unsustainable as its infrastructure contin-
ues to age and becomes technologically obsolete. For
years, administration budget requests have demonstrated
poor support of Coast Guard acquisitions and asset recapi-
talization. Between 2010 and 2015, the acquisition budget
decreased by 40 percent. In 2016, Congress restored fund-
ing for acquisitions, but we have a long way to go. The
Coast Guard acquisition budget continues to constrain
needed investments for priority platforms such as polar
icebreakers,
cutters, fast response cutters, and Great Lakes icebreakers.

national security cutters, offshore patrol

The proposed reduction of the Coast Guard's budget by
11.8 percent would directly contradict the priorities articu-
lated by the Trump Administration, in particular the Presi-
dent's priorities regarding enhanced maritime security
needs and desire to invest in our nation's military. As one
of five branches of the Armed Forces, the Coast Guard

plays a vital role in our national security. Secretary of
Homeland Security John Kelly, in his previous role as Com- :

manding Officer of United States Southern Command, testi-
fied before Congress in support of recapitalization of the
Coast Guard's deteriorating cutter fleet. This recapitaliza-
tion effort could not be carried out under the proposed
budget cut. He also attested to the fact that the most effec-
tive non-violent means to interdict drugs is through our
maritime borders. It is much more difficult for the United
States to seize illegal drugs that are being trafficked by land
once our southern border is crossed— it is better to inter-
cept the drugs closer to their source before they are dis-
persed. Without the operational platforms, resources, and
personnel to carry out these missions, the Coast Guard will
be unable to adequately secure our maritime borders.

The proposed disestablishment of the Maritime Safety and
Security Teams (MSST) and the Maritime Security Response
Team (MSRT) would significantly reduce the Coast Guard's
ability to conduct port security, anti-terrorism force protec-
tion, and maritime infrastructure protection operations.
These units are a cornerstone of the Coast Guard's statuto-
ry missions of Port and Waterways Security and National
Defense. Disestablishing them would be negligent and det-
rimental to our national security.

The United States is facing a potential eight-year gap in
heavy icebreaking capability between when the Polar Star
retires and when a new heavy icebreaker will be commis-
sioned. It is irresponsible to continue to kick the can down
the road, denying the Coast Guard the assets needed to
meet mission requirements in the polar regions. Decreases
in Artie sea ice have resulted in increased vessel traffic in
the Arctic, upping the need for consistent Coast Guard
presence summer through fall. In August 2016, the passen-
ger cruise ship Crystal Serenity, with more than 1,700 pas-
sengers onboard, became the largest commercial cruise
ship to navigate the Northwest Passage. Recognizing the
opportunity in the Arctic, many nations have made signifi-
cant investments in polar icebreakers. For example, Russia
currently has a fleet of 41 icebreakers with 11 more in the
planning and construction process. In December 2016, Chi-
na began construction on its first domestically built polar
icebreaker which will have an operational range of 20,000
nautical miles and is forecasted for final completion by
2019. Yet, as the race to the Arctic is well underway, the
United States icebreaker fleet remains woefully inadequate
to meet emerging transportation, security, and scientific
support demands.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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FISHING PARTNERSHIP SUPPORT SERVICES EVENTS

Pre-registration is required for the courses below and others provided by Fishing Partnership Support Services.

You can read class descriptions and register at fishingpartnership.org.

MONTAUK, NY SAFETY AND SURVIVAL TRAINING
May 3 | 7:30 am to 3:30 pm
69 Star Island Road, Montauk, NY

MONTAUK, NY DRILL CONDUCTOR TRAINING
May 4| 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
69 Star Island Road, Montauk, NY

SHINNECOCK, NY SAFETY AND SURVIVAL TRAINING
May 4| 7:30 am to 3:00 pm
100 Foster Avenue, Hampton Bays, NY

SHINNECOCK, NY DRILL CONDUCTOR TRAINING
May 5| 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
100 Foster Avenue, Hampton Bays, NY

Continued from last page...

NEW CASTLE, NH SAFETY AND SURVIVAL TRAINING
May 17 | 7:30 am to 3:30 pm
29 Wentworth Road, New Castle, NH

NEW CASTLE, NH DRILL CONDUCTOR TRAINING
May 17 | 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
29 Wentworth Road, New Castle, NH

GLOUCESTER, MA SAFETY AND SURVIVAL TRAINING
May 18 | 7:30 am to 3:30 pm
17 Harbor Loop, Gloucester, MA

GLOUCESTER, MA DRILL CONDUCTOR TRAINING
May 19| 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
17 Harbor Loop, Gloucester, MA

pacts to the Coast Guard and its critical role in protecting

Driven by Presidential directives and national military and ©Y" homeland, our economy and our environment.

maritime strategies, over the past three years, the Coast
Guard has published its Arcticc Western Hemisphere,
Cyber, and Human Capital strategies. Unfortunately, with a
stagnant operating budget, the growing mission require-
ments resulting from these strategies force the Coast
Guard to make significant tradeoffs—trade-offs that nega-
tively impact the quality of life of Coast Guard members
and their families. In particular, very little has been done to
support the health care needs of Coast Guard families as-
signed to geographic regions with an absence of sufficient
military and civilian health care networks. The Coast Guard
is far behind in making investments in family support ser-
vices, such as childcare services that are already offered to
Department of Defense members and families.

We are acutely aware of the budget constraints facing our
nation, however we believe that the men and women serv-
ing in the Coast Guard deserve operational assets, stable
infrastructure, and the tools they need to do their jobs and
support their families. We urge you to restore the $1.3
billion dollar cut to the Coast Guard budget, which we
firmly believe would result in catastrophic negative im-

Sincerely,

Maria Cantwell, U.S. Senator

Dan Sullivan, U.S. Senator

Gary Peters, U.S. Senator

Roger Wicker, U.S. Senator

Patty Murray, U.S. Senator
Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Senator
Edward Markey, U.S. Senator
Cory Booker, U.S. Senator

Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senator
Christopher Murphy, U.S. Senator
Richard Blumenthal, U.S. Senator
Elizabeth Warren, U.S. Senator
Ron Wyden, U.S. Senator

Jeffrey Merkely, U.S. Senator
Tammy Baldwin, U.S. Senator
Mazie Hirona, U.S. Senator
Debbi Stabenow, U.S. Senator
Brian Schatz, U.S. Senator

Angus King, U.S. Senator

Al Franken, U.S. Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse, U.S. Senator
Maggie Hassan, U.S. Senator



GUARD OIL

(508) 992-3030
(508) 748-10IL
(508) 758-20IL

Like us on
Facebook

HOME RESIDENTIAL

In addition to home heating oil and services, Guard Oil can also provide ADDRESS:
heating oil to your commercial building, diesel and most utiity vehicles, 100 ALDEN ROAD
along with fuel delivery for boats. Guard Oil is Coast Guard certified and

able to fuel any size vessel. With our marine fueling services we can FAIRHAVEN, MA
fuel boats over 10,500 gallons. 02719

We offer competitive pricing and first rate service you can rely on. We
are dedicated to providing your business with on-time delivery, quality
service and competitive pricing. Become a Guard Oil commercial

customer today! Guard Oil can also

provide you with all or
We offer: your lubrication needs:

Automatic Delivery Motor oil
Diesel Fuel, On-Road Fuel Hydraulic oil

Off-Road Fuel Gear oil
Anti-freeze

Grease
10,500 gallons Diesel fuel

Ability to fuel any size vessel conditioners/anti-gel
Al Credit Cards Accepted Fitters - air, fuel, and oi

Consistent Low Prices

Mo Obligation

24 Hour Service
Experienced and Courteous

Marine Fueling for boats over

Drivers




‘ We Carry: The Complete

Polyform
Cglfegiiaet?r LD BLIDy Line
Bands (including LD4)
for Chill
Systems

Aquamesh and Cavatorta
Lobster Trap Kits and

Repair Wire C 4
394 ?;ea'; Shgft Call for Pricing
a?ﬁ?gmc.'gjm Quantity Discounts Available

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

716" & 1/27
Esterpro Rope
and

Neutral Buoyant
Line

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
800-492-0779

“Specializing in the sale and delivery of
lobster bait for over thirty years”

Fresh frozen and salted bait available:

= Skates = Flat fish
= Herring = Fish skins
B Pogies = Red fish
= Haddock = Dog fish heads
= Cod Fish = Salmon
= Pollock
—_/— /C&P Bait Contact:
L\ 33 Wright Street Danny Costa 508-951-9818

New Bedford MA, 02740 Carlos Pereira 508-951-9819




C.P. Brodeur, Inc.

Marine Engine Repair

80 Wright Street New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-993-0334 | Fax: 508-990-3671

Marine Safety Consultants, Inc.

26 Water Street P.O. Box 615
Fairhaven, MA 02719
(508) 996-4110

« Hull, machinery and cargo surveying

« Maritime consulting and training

« P & | claims management, including personal injury and oil spills
« Basic Safety Training and Drill Conductor Courses

TAUNTON OFFICE || _ , , MAINE/NH OFFICE
128 Dean Street, Safety Is Our Middle Name 400 Commercial St.,
Front, 1st Floor Suite 403

Taunton, MA
02780-2762
508-884-5055

Portland, ME
04101-4660
207-775-7933
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LO BSTE R Buzzards Bay P: 508-759-8822 Fax: 508-759-8878

Wholesale Lobster Company
N tt, RI P:401-782-3500 Fax: 401-782-3577
Buzzards Bay, MA - Narragansett, Rl arraganse ax

Specializing in the buying and selling of top quality
hard shell lobsters since 1995.

We buy top quality lobsters from
offshore lobster boats.

To become a supplier contact:
John Bump General Manger, Buzzards Bay Division

Sales: Philip Don Owner: Kevin B. Bates

25 Perry Ave Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 | 270 Great Island Rd. Narragansett, Rl 02882
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NEWSbries

HUDSON CANYON SANCTUARY

In the February issue of Lobster Tales we reported the
proposed marine sanctuaries at Norfolk and Baltimore
Canyons have been indefinitely postponed or removed,
respectively. However, they just keep coming...

There is a third marine sanctuary being proposed by the
environmental community, Hudson Canyon. The Wildlife
Conservation Society submitted a nomination packet to
NOAA late last year, which NOAA deemed sufficient to
meet the criteria required for sanctuary consideration.
The Hudson Canyon Sanctuary proposal is now part of an
“inventory” of sites that NOAA could consider for future
designation. If NOAA’s Ocean Service decides to take this
proposal off the shelf for consideration, they would initi-
ate a multi-year public process to gather input from stake-
holders regarding if a sanctuary should be designation
and, if so, what activities should be allowed/prohibited.

The sanctuary sponsors, Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS), presented at the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Manage-
ment Council’s April meeting. The WCS staff stressed that
they proposed this area to protect against possible energy
extraction, not to restrict fishing. They recommended re-
peatedly in their nomination packet that fisheries contin-
ue to be managed by the Council, however they also note
that poorly managed fisheries present the greatest risk to
the area. When asked by Council members, they repeated
that they are not seeking a ban on commercial fishing, but
there was considerable concern in the room about sanc-
tuary regulations usurping fisheries management.

At the conclusion of the discussion, the Council moved to
submit a letter to NOAA opposing sanctuary designation.
This is just the first step; the nomination is now part of
NOAA’s

inventory so the
issue will need to be moni-

tored by the fishing commu-

nity. Heidi will circulate the
MAFMC letter once it be-
comes public.
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Right: Proposed sanctuary bound- N ™o
ary in red. Black boundary is the . §
MAFMC’s coral discrete zone. '

SNE DATA COLLECTION OPPORTUNITY

Burton Shank, NMFS lobster biologist, has secured funds
to do a small scale image and acoustic survey for lobster
habitat near Alvin and Atlantis Canyons in late May. This
will be part of the larger, annual scallop HABCAM survey.

Burton is looking to speak to those of you who fish in that
area to make sure he avoids gear conflicts and targets his
survey on the lobster habitat, to the extent possible. |
encourage you to contact Burton directly at 508-495-2363

or Burton.Shank@noaa.gov, or if you prefer you can reach

out to Heidi. This could be a great opportunity to further

document juvenile lobsters offshore in Southern New
England. If you fish these canyons, please do you part to
make this data collection effort successful.
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NOAA Fisheries Declines to List
Thorny Skate as Threatened or
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In making a determination as to whether distinct popula-
tion segments of thorny skate exist, we considered the
best available information on thorny skate distribution,
genetics, and behavior. We considered whether the
information supported the distinct population segments
as identified in the petition or if other distinct population
segments exist.

We determined that the information does not support
the existence of distinct population segments of thorny
skate as they mix throughout the North Atlantic. There-
fore, we also assessed whether listing the full species
was warranted.

Based on a comprehensive status review report, which
included an Extinction Risk Analysis, we deter-
mined that the species is not currently in danger of ex-
tinction throughout all or a significant portion of its
range, nor is it likely to become so within the foreseea-
ble future, so listing is not warranted at this time.

Thorny skate are at low abundance in U.S. waters com-
pared to historical levels, primarily due to overfishing.
However, declines have been halted throughout most of
the species' full range, and the species remains abun-
dant throughout the North Atlantic, with hundreds of
millions of individuals in the Northwest Atlantic alone.
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What have we been reading?

To Read: click on the links or search online using the article title

Lobster Market

* Rl fishing industry looks to grow local demand amid changing regulations, RI NPR

*  Maine lobstermen figured out how to make more money off their catches, BDN Maine, Apr. 11

*  Maritime economy outpacing other sectors, Gloucester Times, Apr. 4

*  Maine fishermen see warning signs in lobster surge, The Forecaster, Mar. 23

* Lobster exports to China boom, Ellsworth American, Mar. 23

* Lobster industry fears lost sales from ramped-up Canadian exports, Portland Press Herald, Mar. 19

White House & Budget

*  Senators still wary of Coast Guard budget cuts, WorkBoat, Mar. 23

*  Could fisheries policy change under Trump and Commerce Secretary Ross?, Seafood Source, Mar. 15

*  We need the resources of the Coast Guard, Gloucester Times, Mar. 13

*  White House proposes steep budget cuts to [NOAA], The Washington Post, Mar. 3

*  White House to eject its environmental advisers..., Washington Post, Feb. 23

Monuments & Ocean Planning

*  Fishermen not on board with Hudson Canyon sanctuary, Asbury Park Press Apr. 7

*  Nature groups want role in suit challenging marine monument, The News Tribune, Mar. 30

*  Trump staff reviewing Obama’s designation of ... national monument sites, Portland Press Herald, Mar. 5

* Dream of Offshore U.S. Wind Power May Be Too Ugly for Trump, Bloomberg, Feb. 23

Research

* Long-term study planned in ocean south of Martha’s Vineyard, Cape Cod Times, Apr. 10

*

Skate liver oil could boost fishing industry, Wicked Local Cape Cod, Mar. 12

*

Researchers: Where are all the right whales?, USA Today Network, Feb. 23

*

DMC researchers test technique to determine lobster’s age, Phys Org, Feb. 20

Other

*  Congressman Moulton introduces young fishermen’s development act, Press Release, Apr. 10

* Cape gray seal population estimated at up to 50k, Cape Cod Times, Apr. 6

*

Drop in herring a mystery in Maine as bait price booms, AP, Mar. 12

*

Federal agency must revisit listing for blueback herring, Maine Public, Mar. 27



http://ripr.org/post/ri-fishing-industry-looks-grow-local-demand-amid-changing-regulations
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/24/business/maine-lobstermen-figured-out-how-to-make-more-money-off-their-catches/
http://www.gloucestertimes.com/news/fishing_industry_news/maritime-economy-outpacing-other-sectors/article_b965be27-4261-517b-aeba-c15453c7e428.html
http://www.theforecaster.net/maine-fishermen-see-warning-signs-in-lobster-surge/
http://www.ellsworthamerican.com/maine-news/waterfront/lobster-exports-china-boom/
http://www.pressherald.com/2017/03/19/lobster-industry-fears-lost-sales-from-ramped-up-canadian-exports/
https://www.workboat.com/news/government/senators-still-wary-coast-guard-budget-cuts/
http://www.seafoodsource.com/commentary/could-fisheries-policy-change-under-trump-and-commerce-secretary-ross
http://www.gloucestertimes.com/news/fishing_industry_news/we-need-the-resources-of-the-coast-guard/article_3dba24f4-dec5-57dd-944c-1ef05261469c.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/03/03/white-house-proposes-steep-budget-cut-to-leading-climate-science-agency/?utm_term=.d0eb340de4a3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/02/23/white-house-to-eject-its-environmental-advisers-from-their-historic-main-headquarters-on-friday/?utm_term=.da215fd657ed
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/sports/outdoors/fishing/hook-line-and-sinker/2017/04/07/fishermen-not-board-hudson-canyon-sanctuary/100113948/
http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/business/article141657164.html
http://www.pressherald.com/2017/03/05/trump-staff-reviewing-obamas-designation-of-maine-utah-national-monument-sites/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-24/dream-of-offshore-u-s-wind-power-may-be-just-too-ugly-for-trump
http://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20170312/long-term-study-planned-in-ocean-south-of-marthas-vineyard
http://capecod.wickedlocal.com/news/20170312/skate-liver-oil-could-boost-fishing-industry
http://www.northjersey.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/02/23/researchers-where-all-right-whales/98331708/
https://phys.org/news/2017-02-dmc-technique-lobster-age.html
https://moulton.house.gov/6th-district/moulton-introduces-young-fishermens-development-act-gloucester/
http://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20170406/cape-gray-seal-population-estimated-at-up-to-50k
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/7fcac616eadc4211b41443831fae2823/drop-herring-mystery-maine-bait-price-booms
http://mainepublic.org/post/federal-agency-must-revisit-listing-blueback-herring#stream/0

(508)994-2961 - (508) 994-8384 - (508) 999-4297

Fax: (508) 993-4108 Email: nbss.nbship@verizon.net

NEW BEDFORD
SHIP SUPPLY CO.

108 Front St
New Bedford, MA 02740

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00-4:30 - Sat: 7:00—11:30
Harriet Didriksen, Pres. Cell: (508) 509-7208

TEL: 508-997-3307
FAX: 508-997-6071

FAIRHAVEN
HARDWARE

Jruelfalue

Help Is Just Around The Corner.

23 POPES ISLAND
NEW BEDFORD, MA 02740

T&K MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.

AUTHORIZED SERVICE, SALES &
INSTALLATION OF MARINE ELECTRONICS

TONY VIEIRA, PRESIDENT

FCC LICENSED w/SHIP RADAR
ENDORSEMENT

FULLY INSURED
54 WRIGHT ST., NEW BEDFORD, MA 02740

TEL: 508-961-2480 FAX: 508-961-2481

Fishermen's View

Seafood Market & Restaurant

Local fishermen Bob and Denny Colbert have fished out of the Sandwich Marina for over thirty

years. In August 2015, the two brothers obtained an adjacent piece of land on the Cape Cod

Canal and constructed a boat-to-table seafood market and restaurant, which opened in August of

2016. With a focus on fresh, locally-sourced seafood coupled with stunning views of the canal and

marina, the brothers hope to give guests a truly unique dining experience -- Fishermen's View!

RESTAURANT & BAR, RETAIL MARKET, WHOLESALE
20 Freezer Road Sandwich, MA 02563 | 508-591-0088




BOSTON BWLC is always looking for a
WHOILESALE g8 steady supply of offshore lobsters.

LOBSTER uj We will pay for the product
CORP. on delivery.

Boston Wholesale Lobster Corp.

781-592-2000
78 Marine Blvd.
Lynn, MA 01905
www.bostonwholesalelobster.com
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SANTORO 0IL

Santoro Family of Companies

Santoro Oil is proud to offer STAR 1 marine diesel

Dockside delivery 6 days a week from our Narragansett branch office,
NORM'’s Fuel Company. Star 1 offers superior cleaning power, stabil-

ity enhancement, corrosion protection and more!

B e 401-942-5000 ez [

www.SantoroOil.com

@ Pine Hill Equipment, Inc.

Products Some of the brands we sell...

Bow & Stern Thrusters Palfinger scerms
Capstans -
Cranes JQ““MASTEM -

Hydraulic

Engines & Marine Equipment (@ ROTZLER gaarmdN ] GSAUER
Fishing Equipment

. m
Power Units

Remote Controls = HAEECE S ERURSOR oo (220

Weighing Systems iL \ .-
Winches _ComNay
Used Equipment dl{:}gypom
Parts and much much more... =Acioquip ZZF Vg T-I\l 5;”‘::;“?

. . . @hgdrauli:s Vickers
“Done right the first time!”
...and we service everything we sell.

Call today or visit us online @ www.pinehillequipment.com 508-636-5971




SIMS
METAL
MANAGEMENT

« 24 Hour Emergency Service o Electrical Repair « Welding

« 400 Metric Ton Marine Travelift « Spray Painting « Pipe Fitting
. Sandblasting « Machining « Mobile Crew
« Mechanical Repairs « Fabrication . Rigging

Sims Metal Management's Providence, Rhode Island, facility is committed to
performing the highest quality marine repair and service with the quickest possible
turnaround, because each day your vessel is out of the water means lost revenues

to you. Our facilities, equipment and staff are prepared to handle your vessel's
needs with efficiency on a moment’s notice.

@ SIMS  anine Repain Division - Providence, Rhode Toland (401) 467-3730

MANAGEMENT
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER SPONSORS

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO PATRONIZE THESE COMPANIES WHICH GRACIOUSLY SUPPORT AOLA.

COMPANY

LOCATION

PHONE

Anacko Cordage

Narragansett, Rl

401-792-3936

Athearn Marine Agency

Fairhaven, MA

508-999-4505

Barrel Head Bait/Channel Fish

East Boston, MA

857-200-2129

Boston Wholesale Lobster

Lynn, MA

781-592-2000

Brooks Trap Mill

Thomaston, ME

800-426-4526

C & P Bait

New Bedford, MA

508-951-9818

Canal Fuel

Sagamore, MA

508-888-1469

Cape Ann Mechanical Services

Essex, MA

978-768-6055

Chris Electronics

New Bedford, MA

508-994-8257

CP Brodeur

New Bedford, MA

508-993-0334

East Coast Seafood

Topsfield, MA

978-561-3828

Fairhaven Shipyard Companies

Fairhaven, MA

508-999-1650

Fairhaven True Value Hardware

New Bedford, MA

508-997-3307

Farm Credit East

Multiple regional locations

860-741-4380

Fisher Air Fasteners

Pembroke, MA

781-826-2522

Fishermen’s View Seafood

Sandwich, MA

508-591-0088

Friendship Trap

Friendship, ME

800-451-1200

Guard Oil

Fairhaven, MA

508-992-3030

Harbor Hydraulics

Fairhaven, MA

508-991-2433

Hercules SLR U.S.

New Bedford, MA

508-993-0010

Industrial Marine Marketing

Wakefield, Rl

401-782-4412

Ketcham Traps

New Bedford, MA

508-997-4787

Liberty Lobster

New Bedford, MA

508-997-4500

Life Raft + Survival Equipment

Tiverton, Rl

800-451-2127

Marine Safety Consultants

Multiple regional locations

508-996-4110

Maine-ly Fish Prints Kittery, ME 603-851-0918
New Bedford Ship Supply New Bedford, MA 508-994-2961
New England Crab Boston, MA 617-464-1999
New England Marine & Industrial Portsmouth, NH 603-436-2836
OceanMedix Wilson, WY 866-788-2642

Ocean State Lobster

Narragansett, Rl

401-782-3500

Pine Hill Equipment

Westport, MA

508-636-5971

Polysteel Atlantic (East Coast Rope)

Edwardsville, NS, Canada

902-562-8892

R.A. Mitchell

New Bedford, MA

800-990-5685

Rhode Island Engine, Co.

Narragansett, Rl

401-789-1021

Riverdale Mills Corp.

Northbridge, MA

800-762-6374

Sanoco Inc. (Santoro Qil)

Providence, Rl

401-942-5000

Sims Metal

Providence, Rl

401-467-3730

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

New Bedford, MA

508-993-7411

SurfaceWorx

West Bridgewater, MA

508-587-8877

T & K Marine Electronics

New Bedford, MA

508-961-2480



http://www.anackocordage.com/
http://athearnmarine.com/
http://www.channelfishco.com/
http://www.bostonwholesalelobster.com/about.html
http://www.brookstrapmill.com/
http://www.canalfuel.com/
http://www.chriselectronics.net/
http://www.eastcoastseafood.com/
http://www.fairhavenshipyard.com/
http://ww3.truevalue.com/fairhaven/Home.aspx
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/
http://fisherairfasteners.com/
http://fishermensview.com/#fishermens-view-home-1
http://www.friendshiptrap.com/
http://www.guardoil.net/
http://www.harborhydraulics.com
http://hercules-slr-us.com/
http://www.lobstering.com/
http://www.libertylobster.com/home
http://lrse.com/
http://marinesafetyconsultants.com/
http://maine-lyfishprints.com/
https://www.facebook.com/New-England-Crab-Company-766032660134832/
http://newenglandmarine.com/
http://www.oceanmedix.com/
http://www.oceanstatelobster.net/
http://www.pinehillequipment.com/
http://www.polysteel.ca/index2.php
http://ramitchell.com/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.riengine.com/&usd=2&usg=ALhdy29hv2hsq4EsfN0-25socusjsQod9g
http://www.riverdale.com/
http://www.santorooil.com/pages/cfHome.cfm
http://www.simsmm.com/Local-Solutions/North-America/Rhode-Island/Providence-Export
http://www.smithwick-ins.com/
http://www.surfaceworx.com/
http://www.tkmarineelectronics.com/

FAIRHAYE

SHIPYARD COMPANIES, ING.

First in Experience, First in Service

One of the oldest and largest shipyards in the
region, Fairhaven Shipyard, has over 15 acres
of state-of-the-art facilities and highly experi-
enced staffs. With our 3 marine travelifts and 2
railways, Fairhaven Shipyard offers quick and
easy haul-outs anytime, day or night. Our crew
has the expertise to accomplish any repair,
refit, renovation or maintenance on-time, on-
budget, and at very competitive rates.

Fairhaven Shipyard's superior capabilities are
built on our reputation for high quality commer-
cial work which demands an extreme level of
performance under the sea’s most dangerous
conditions.

AUTHORIZED SERVICING DEAL

BAT®Marine @ a. D
Power ~oew| LUGGER

www. FAIRHAVENSHIPYARD.com
508.999.1600
Fairhaven, Massachusetts

North Yard
32 Water Street

South Yard
50 Fort Street
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