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LOBSTER TALES BULLETIN BOARD

2ND ANNUAL
Upcoming Tradeshows LOBSTER INDUSTRY /
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM DISCUSSION

February 27—March 1
Samoset Resort SPRING 2014

Rockport, ME NEwW BEDFORD, MA
DATE, & TIME, TBD

CANADIAN/U.S. LOBSTERMEN’S
TOWN MEETING AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE
March 21 & 22 OBSERVATIONS, IDEAS, AND
Regency Hotel CONCERNS.
Portland, ME SEE PAGE 8 FOR DETAILS.

Save the date:
COMMERCIAL MARINE EXPO
June 11 & 12
State Pier
New Bedford, MA

For your information: NOAA Fisheries
has changed the nhame of the North-
east Regional Office to the Greater
Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office
(GARFO) to better reflect the broad
extent of the region served by the
regional office.

[ recently spoke to Bonnie and
recovery from her surgery is going
well. She no longer needs to wear
a brace and is undergoing physical
therapy. If you would like to reach
Bonnie, please call her cell
phone—the same number she had
while working with AOLA.

NOAA doesn’t expect there to be
much of an impact on constituents
during the transition.
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TRANSFER ABILITYMANAGEMENT

In December, NOAA Fisheries published its
interim final environmental impact statement
on changes in the lobster plan to establish
transferability in federal waters. This rule will
establish the foundation for a transferability
program, but a number of issues such as bank-
ing and ownership caps were not included in
these rules and have been deferred to a subse-
qguent federal rule.

AOLA Members reviewed the provisions (see
right) in the FEIS at the January Meeting and
AOLA staff submitted the below comments to
NOAA. The final rule for these provisions
should be published this winter. However,
transferability components will not begin until
NMFS’s completes historical qualification in
Areas 2 and OCC. Implementation is also pend-
ing NOAA'’s satisfaction with the ASFMC data-
base. Our sense is that transferability will start
no sooner than late FY 2014.

In late January, GARFO (NERO) announced
what amounts to the first step in the next
round of transferability rulemaking, a control
date related to the aggregate ownership cap
provision that AOLA supported as part of Ad-
dendum 22. See next page.

SUMMARY OF FEIS PROVISIONS

Conditions of NMFS support:

¢ Be reasonable and administratively
feasible

¢ Compatible with ASMFC ISFMP char-
ter and consistent with 10 National
Standards

0 Consistent with other federal laws
such as ESA, Marine Mammal, etc.

O Database prerequisite—all states
must have access, it must be funded
and staffed

Four Strategies considered:

1. Do nothing (status quo)

2. Commission proposal in various Ad-
denda

3. Implement transferability in Area 3
only

4. Implement transferability in A2, A3,
and OCC under opt in and most re-
strictive (NMFS’s Preferred Alterna-
tive)

NMEFS Preferred Alternative (#3):

O Optin
O Keep history of all areas and fish un-
der most restrictive

O 10% tax partial transfers, full transfers
exempt, reduced from 20% in Adden-
dum 14

O Apply by Autumn of each year for
following year’s transfers, 90 days for
NMFS to rule

O Transfer in units of 10 vs. 50 in DEIS

What is not in the NMFS rule:

O Trap cap of 1945 vs 2000

O Trap cuts for A2 and A3

¢ Banking

¢ Single and aggregate ownership caps

O All of the above in progress by NMFS
and should be in next round of rule-
making

Likely Timeline:

O Imminent—publish rules noticed in
FEIS

O Spring 2014—Iletter to permit holders

¢ Database currently being tested

O NMFS likely to implement issues not
in this rule (Addendum 21, 22, etc.)

AOLA’S TRANSFERABILTYY FEIS COMMNETS—JANUARY 20, 2014

John Bullard, Regional Administrator
Northeast Region, NOAA

55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, Mass 01930

Dear John;

| am submitting the following comments
on behalf of the Atlantic Offshore Lob-
stermen’s Association (AOLA) in regards
the Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS) for Effort Control Measures for the
American Lobster (RIN 0648-
AT31). Our Association generally supports

Fishery

the proposal since it will implement a pro-
cess allowing our fishermen to transfer
traps to scale their fishing business to
meet their individual needs.

Our preferred strategy would be to imple-
ment trap transfer regulations which are
identical to those adopted by the Atlantic
States

(ASMFC).
NMFS has to meet a range of different

Marine Fisheries Commission

However, we recognize the
legal constraints and laws, and therefore
cannot accomplish that result in the near
term. As a result, we favor Alternative 4-
ITT as an optional program, which is the
NMFS preferred alternative. We also fa-
vor rules whereby a permit holder opts in
to the trap transfer program and then
operates under the most restrictive State

or Federal allocations.

As you know the Southern New England
lobster stock is overfished and manage-

ment program is attempting to rebuild the
stock by reducing effort on the fishery.
Since the fishery takes place in both Area
2 and 3, we think it critical to have similar
trap transfer regulations in both of these
areas. We therefore do not support Op-
tion 3-ITT, which would limit trap transfer-
ability to Area 3 only.

We also support imposition of a10% trans-
fer tax on partial transfers of traps and
urge NMFS to further develop transfer
alternatives that mimic the provisions of
various Addendums adopted by the Atlan-
tic States Marine Fisheries Commission.

As a final point, we urge you to implement
your regulations as soon as possible and
hopefully during the 2014 fishing season.
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American Lobster Permit Holders
Establishment of a Control Date in the Amercian Lobster Fishery
Effective Date: January 27, 2014

On January 27, 2014, we published a notice setting that date as the new control date for the
Lobster Conservation Management Areas of the American lobster fishery. The control date was
set at the request of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (Commission). By
establishing the control date. we are notifying the public that the Commission may consider an
action to limit the number of permits or traps a business entity may own in the fishery. The
control date should discourage speculative entry and investment in the American lobster fishery.

The control date. by itself, does not affect you at this time. but the Commuission could use it as a
reference point as it considers how to further limit the participation in Area 3 of the American
lobster fishery or any other Lobster Conservation Management Areas. In developing a future
action, the Commission may choose to use qualification criteria that do not incorporate the new
control date. The Commission may also choose to take no further action to control participation
in the American lobster fishery.
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Frequently Asked Questions

my access to
Area 3 or any
other areas?

W hte.n l'n;lltth;s The Commussion has not yet imitiated an action to control excess capacity in the American
con luuse [15'.’ €P€ 1 lobster fishery, but it may choose to do so 1n the future.

This confrol date, by itself, does not affect your permit or fishing privileges. If the
Will this affect | Commnussion relies on 1t in a fufure action, 1t may or may not affect the number of permuts or

traps you can own. Any future effects will depend on the measures developed by the
Commussion and your participation history. We encourage you to participate in the
development of such actions by the Commussion to better understand how such measures may
affect you in the future.

How could it
affect my access
to Area 3 or any

other areas?

If the Commussion limits participants in the fishery, you may have to give up a number of
pernuts or traps that you own. The Commnussion intends the control date to discourage
speculative entry into Area 3 of the American lobster fishery while the Commussion develops
future measures but this date may also be used for any of the other Lobster Conservation
Management Areas. You need take no action at this time.

What do I need
to do?

Find and keep all documents associated with your participation in the American lobster
fishery, including dealer slips/receipts and loghook pages from trips on which you landed
American lobster. The Commussion may use any range of fishing years in a future action, so
you should preserve all American lobster documents that you have.

For small entity compliance guides, this bulletin complies with section 212 af the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996. This notice is authorized by the Regional Administrator of the National

Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Region.

Page 1 of 1



HABITAT

As reported in prior issues, habitat and groundfish spawning clo-
sure areas, under the purview of the New England Fishery Man-
agement Council (NEFMC), may soon be changing (see Fall and
Winter 2013 Lobster Tales for additional background information
and charts). Below are status updates for the various players.

NEFMC

The New England Fishery Management Council’s (NEFMC) Habi-
tat Omnibus Amendment 2 (HOA2) process continues to inch
along. A special meeting was held in December in hopes of ap-
proving the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) docu-
ment to send out for public comment, however Council mem-
bers quickly realized that, despite their staff’s best efforts, the
voluminous document was not yet ready for public hearing. In-
stead, they hashed out yet more alternatives to add to the
amendment and sent the staff back to work.

At the Council’s regularly scheduled January meeting, staff gave
a brief update on the status of the DEIS, which was said to be
nearing completion. The Council has scheduled yet another spe-
cial meeting, set for February 25-26, to review what should be a
complete DEIS and select preferred alternatives in preparation
for the public comment period.

The public will get a first view of the DEIS on February 14 when it
is scheduled to be posted on the NEFMC website ahead of the
February 19 Habitat Plan Development Team (PDT) meeting.
AOLA staff will be reviewing the lengthy document in detail
ahead of the PDT and full Council meetings. David Borden will be
in attendance at the Council meeting. We will update the Mem-
bership as appropriate, however if you would like to dig into the
document yourself, please contact Heidi who will be able to
point you toward the relevant sections.

Assuming the Council is able to finish their work on the DEIS at
the February meetings, the DEIS will go to NOAA Fisheries in
March for review before the public comment period commenc-
es. Assuming that the document is approved by both the Council
and NOAA, public hearings will be later this spring/summer.

Likely the Council will take final action in early 2015. After the
Council finalizes the amendment it will go back to NOAA Fisher-
ies for rulemaking. In other words, it will still be some time be-
fore any changes to Closed Areas are finalized via the Council’s
Habitat Amendment process.

SCALLOP

A draft bottom sharing agreement between lobster and scallop
representatives operating in Closed Area Il has been drafted and
is currently under review by scallop representatives.

NMFS

As a means to provide the groundfish fishery with flexibility to
respond to restrictions in fish quota, NOAA GARFO (formerly
NERO) published a final rule in December, granting sector vessels
temporary access to sections of the Nantucket Lightship Closed
Area (NLCA). Groundfish sector boats can now fish in the eastern
and western portions of NLCA (see chart below) through the rest
of the 2013 groundfish fishing year (April 30, 2014), via the sec-
NMFS opted to keep CA | and CA Il
closed pending the Council’s habitat work.

tor exemption process.
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Understanding that the lobster fleet is active in the western ex-
emption area, AOLA sent a letter to all sector managers (see next
page). With the help of Bob Colbert, we will continue to com-
municate with sector managers and sector vessel owners to

make sure gear conflict is avoided.
MAFMC

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is working on a
Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Amendment related to coral habitat
protection in mid-Atlantic canyons (Block to the south). As is the
case with NEFMC, the MAFMC does not have the authority to set
regulations for the lobster fishery, however changes in mobile
gear activity in the area may be of interest to our Members. We
will keep an eye on this Amendment as it proceeds. It is ex-

pected to go out for public comment in March or April.




LETTER TO SECTOR MANAGERS—JANUARY 20, 2014

Dear Sector Managers,

70°40W
1

70°20W 69°40'W 69°20W
1 L 1

Please be aware that there are pockets of concen-
trated lobster gear in the southwest corner of the =
recently opened Nantucket Lightship Closed Area
Western Exemption Area (see chart, prepared by
William Whitmore, NMFS NERO). Lobster gear is

40°40'N=-

. ) 70°20'0"W, 70°0'0"W,
expected to remain dense in the area throughout 40°31°0°N 40°310°N
the winter and spring months, with 5-10 lobster ves-
sels fishing. We ask that you alert your members |} o7
who are, or plan to be, active in the area, in order to — | 7000 W,

40°20'0"N 40°20'0"N

avoid gear conflict issues.

Should you have any questions, you can contact Hei-

40°N-—

di Henninger, Program Coordinator, Atlantic Offshore
Lobstermen’s Association at heidi@offshorelobster.

[—INantucket Lightship Closed Area (NLCA)
Western NLCA Exemption Area
Concentrated Lobster Gear Present

org and 603-828-9342.

2014 PR

IORITIES

Below is a table summarizing the results of the priorities survey
we conducted last fall. Approximately 70% of the membership
participated. The Board reviewed these priorities at their winter
meeting as a means to guide AOLA’s actions in 2014. The three
high priority items encompass the current focus of the staff and
each were discussed in detail at the January Member Meeting
(see minutes next page). An update of medium and low priority
issues is provided below.

Gear Conflict HIGH
Management/Transferability HIGH
Closed Areas HIGH
Associate Members Recruitment | MED/HIGH
Communicating w/Membership MED/HIGH
2014 Stock Assessment MEDIUM
Whales MEDIUM
Co-Management/Data Collection | MEDIURM
Attending Meetings MEDILUIM
Habitat MED/LOW
Enforcement MED/LOW
W-Notch LOW
MSC/Sustainability Certification LOwW
Wind Farms/Ocean Planning LOW

Associate Member recruitment continues to be a focus of the

Board and staff. We refined our campaign procedures in 2013
with much success, resulting in our highest Associate Member
income in recent history. That being said, we can always use
help from our members. If you do business with a company that
doesn’t currently support AOLA, whether in the marine industry
or not (examples: grocer, hardware store, etc.), please consider

asking for their support. We are most successful when our
Members speak directly to potential sponsors. If you haven’t
already, please take the “companies you do business with” sur-

vey that Heidi emailed to Members in early February.

Communication with Membership — Staff plan to continue with

emailed memos on a regular, as needed, basis in addition to
shorter email alerts and reminders. We feel this approach is
working well, but please let us know if you have other sugges-
tions. Also, feel free to call either of us with comments, ques-

tions, or concerns.

Stock Assessment & Whales — These items are on our radar for

summer 2014, when both the stock assessment and the whale
vertical line rule will be published. In the interim, we will contin-
ue to monitor progress by relevant agencies. Additionally, Heidi’s
working with the Commission to set up an industry/scientist
meeting similar to the meeting held at MA DMF last year (see
story on page 8).

Data Collection — As presented in the December AOLA news-
letter, the AOLA data survey will continue in 2014, however the
membership has some decisions to make about how, and if, we
will merge this effort with the “On Deck Data” program adminis-
tered by the CFRF. This is something we will need to address this
spring/summer.

Low Priority Items — We will continue to keep our eyes and ears

open to any and all issues that are relevant to members, and will
notify you if we feel something requires the Association’s atten-
tion. Conversely, please bring to the Board and/or staff’s atten-
tion issues as you see fit.
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AOLA MEETING MINUTES—IJANUARY 16, 2014

Attendance: David Spencer, Bro Cote, Todd Ellis, Brandon Dill,
Bruce Medeiros, Charlie Raymond, Norbert Stamps, and David
Borden.

Agenda: Meeting materials are contained in the attached packet.
Reference page numbers in the summary below.

Summary of Conclusions of the meeting:

Jonah Crab: The group endorsed the proposal by David Borden,
subject to it including a tolerance for undersize crabs. The mini-
mum size discussed at the meeting was 5 inches with a tolerance
of up to 10%. Minimum size and tolerance will continue to be
developed in the next month and circulated to all members for

review and comment.

Habitat Amendment: NE Council has delayed final approval of

the Omnibus Habitat Amendment until February or March, after
which point the document will be sent to public hearing in the
summer months.

Nantucket Lightship: AOLA will send a letter to all of the ground-

fish Sectors, pointing out the high concentration of crab gear in
area, and ask that they avoid fishing in the area. A similar letter
will be sent to the leadership of the scallop organizations.

CA 1I: General discussion of the issue and need to finalize an un-
derstanding with scallop industry. Agreement would only be
needed if the scallop industry eventually gains access to Closed
Area ll.

Background: A subcommittee of AOLA (David Borden, Grant, and
Bro) met with a small group of scallop owners in late December.

A number of options were discussed to avoid gear conflicts in the
area, most of which were not viable. The scallop representatives
communicated that they could live with the provisions of the
groundfish/lobster understanding provided they got access to
the area by March 1. To date NMFS has been either unwilling or
unable to meet that timeline. The AOLA subcommittee decided
to develop a draft agreement that mimics the groundfish under-
standing, but includes a provision that accelerates the allocation
of scallop access days. The key contingency is that the scallop
industry wants access starting on March 1 to maximize yield
from the area. The members present reviewed the draft under-
standing and endorsed the agreement subject to it being circu-
lated to the members for final review. Members have until Jan-

uary 25 to offer additional comment on the draft agreement and

should direct comments to either David or Heidi. Unless we hear
objections by that date, the draft understand will be circulated to
the representatives of the scallop industry for their review and
comment. Any changes will be brought back to the membership.

Federal FEIS: NMFS published its interim final environmental
impact on changes in the federal lobster plan. The changes re-
late to new trap transfer provisions for Area 2, 3, and Outer
Cape. The group reviewed the provision in the FEIS, specifically
the preferred alternative which is included in the meeting mate-
rial page 17. A number of issues such as banking, ownership
caps, etc. were not included in these rules and have been de-
ferred to a subsequent federal rule. These include most of the
provision of ASMFC Addendums 21 and 22. The comment peri-
od on this rule is January 21. No action was taken on the issue

Submitted by David Borden 1-17-14

JONAH

CRABS

Below is an update on the status of work to develop a manage-
ment plan for Jonah crab. See the December 2013 edition of
Lobster Tales for a more comprehensive accounting of the back-
ground on this issue.

The Fisheries Improvement Plan (FIP) Committee convened by
the Gulf of Maine Research Institute (GMRI) and sponsored by
Delhaize has reviewed a first draft of the Jonah crab document,
which includes all of the Association’s recommendations to date.

This Committee originally intended to present its findings and
recommendations at the winter meeting of the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), which was held earlier

this month. However, sections of the document still need to be
completed or updated, which relate to the proposed minimum
size, need for a tolerance, and characterization of processing
capacity. Rather than submit an incomplete document the FIP
committee decided to postpone any presentation until the AS-
MFC’s spring meeting in May.

David, as well a number or AOLA Members and Associate Mem-
bers, are participating in this Committee and Heidi is assisting
with research and data gathering. AOLA staff will continue to
work on the issue and provide updates to members as they be-
come available.



INDUSTRY/TC MEETING

DATA COLLECTION EFFORTS

Lobstermen will once again have the opportunity to meet with
the scientists working on the 2014 lobster stock assessment. As
was the case last year, AOLA is working with the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission to organize an opportunity for
industry members to participate in a dialogue with lobster scien-
tists.

This year’s meeting will be held the evening before the spring
convening of the ASMFC’s lobster stock assessment commit-
ment, date to be determined. Participants will be able to ex-
change ideas, comments, and questions on issues relevant to
lobster science and the stock assessment via a facilitated discus-
sion. This meeting is not meant to be a critic of management.

An initial list of topics to be covered is provided below. This list
is meant to be a stepping off point for discussion; any and all
other comments, concerns, questions, and ideas are welcome.

Stay tuned for a confirmed date, time, and location (likely New
Bedford, MA) for this meeting.

AGENDA ITEMS:

O Soft lobsters — In 2013 lobstermen encountered soft lob-
sters that took an unusually long time to harden. Could this
be a result of changing ocean acidification?

¢ Juveniles/settlement - As we discussed last year, that tim-
ing and location of juvenile lobster abundance continues to
evolve, especially in SNE. I'm sure lobstermen will want to
update scientists regarding what they are seeing. Converse-
ly, lobstermen will likely be interested in settlement findings
by scientists

O SNE - general discussion of the resource and fishery

¢ Climate change/Ecosystem considerations - How are envi-
ronmental considerations and predator/prey interactions
being addressed in the stock assessment? Lobstermen will
likely want to share what they are seeing related to changes
in long standing patterns, such as proliferation of crabs,
dogfish and sea bass, changes in the timing of lobster
molting and reproduction, and how these changes are im-
pacting the fishery.

0 Closed Areas - Is there any way we can monitor changes in
lobster distribution as they might relate to changes in mo-
bile gear closure areas?

O Data Collection - How can we work collaboratively, with
limited resources, to improve the data we have about the
lobster resource and fishery.

The Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) held a
fleet meeting in January. At the meeting, participants shared
their ideas about improving the data collection program. Given
the fleet’s feedback and feedback gathered from the Steering
Committee in December (see December Lobster Tales) the
following elements will be added to the data collection protocol:

e Shell hardness

e Disposition (kept or discarded)
e Severity of shell disease

e Jonah crab data collection

The CFRF staff are hard at work finding ways to continue the
pilot project beyond Spring 2014. As it stands, the pilot will like-
ly be granted a one year, non-funded, extension from NOAA
Fisheries. CFRF has enough money remaining to continue with
the fleet for another year (spring 2014—spring 2015), assuming
NOAA grants the administrative extension. However, without
additional funding the CFRF cannot expand the number of boats
participating in the research fleet. Additional funding sources are

being actively sought.

To date, the CFRF project has involved six Area 3 vessels re-
porting biological data since June. The offshore research fleet
has sampled 11,257 lobsters and collected samples in eight sta-
tistical areas encompassing all three stock areas. Lobsters meas-
ured have ranged in size from 20-200 millimeters carapace
length. These and the inshore data have been sent to the Atlan-
tic States Marine Fisheries Commission.

As a comparison, in 2013 we had only 3 samplers participate in
the AOLA data survey, sampling 1,925 lobsters from 4 statistical
areas, encompassing two stock areas. This compares to an aver-
age of 7 participants covering 6-7 statistical areas and 3,956 lob-
sters annually over the prior four years of the AOLA survey.

As I've stated in the past, it is important to continue the AOLA
program until the CFRF project has some permanence, however
it appears to be too burdensome for most members to partici-
pate in both programs. Therefore, we need to start thinking criti-
cally about the AOLA program in light of the CFRF research fleet.
Should we merge the efforts? Should we take the lessons
learned from the CFRF pilot and run with them via an AOLA pro-
gram? Should we advocate for expansion of the CFRF program as
an industry funded effort? Should we find ways to keep both
programs operating? Etc... The staff and Board will be working
on these and related questions and present ideas to the mem-
bership later this year. If you have thoughts on the matter, let
Heidi know.
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SPRING BOTTOM TRAWL SURVEY

OLRAC

NOAA Fisheries’ Spring bottom trawl survey on the R/V Bigelow
is quickly approaching. As usual, the survey will start in the Mid-
Atlantic and work north, tentative dates provided below.

MEMBERS—Please look at the sampling station details sent via
email and let Heidi know of any sites near your gear.

Leg 1—March 4/5 to March 21
Hudson Canyon to Norfolk and back via shoal waters

Leg 2—March 25 to April 4
Hudson to ~Welker Canyon and associated shoal waters

Leg 3—April 8 to April 25
Georges Bank— counterclockwise from the SW

Leg 4—April 29 to May 10
Gulf of Maine

Bill Palombo has been spearheading the Board's interaction with
Olrac Director, Amos Barkai. Bill and Amos had a series of dis-
cussions in December and agreed to continue our partnership
for another year, with focus on the scallop project and strategic
advancement of fisheries electronic reporting and monitoring
tools in the US. Bill will be spearheading these effort; staff time
and other expenses will be kept at a minimum.

The decision to continue with Olrac was not made lightly. In the
end, the Board felt it best to continue in a limited capacity, as
there will be little to no cost to the Association to do so, with a
reasonable potential for long term profit. Continuation will keep
AOLA involved with the scallop industry project, provide some
income in 2014 and potentially much greater income in future
years. It will also allow time to see if building interest in “Elogs”
in US fisheries can be converted into a solid market for Olrac.

OBSERVERS

OBSERVER COVERAGE TO COLLECT LOBSTER DATA

I've been working closely with staff at the Northeast Fisheries
Science Center (NEFSC) to discuss observer coverage on lobster
vessels in FY 2014. As it stands, it is extremely unlikely that we
will see any comprehensive federally funded data collection in
the lobster fishery in FY 2014 or anytime soon for that matter.
Once again, the Area 3 lobster fishery’s position as a federal fish-
ery managed primarily by State agencies (i.e. the Commission)
continues to put us on the bottom of the priority list for a lim-
ited pool of money. That being said, NEFSC staff have express a
willingness to think out of the box, this includes directing flexible
observer days toward documenting phenomena seen by lobster-
men (e.g. small juveniles offshore) and continuing to support
industry’s efforts to collect their own data, as a low cost alterna-
tive to sending out federal sea samplers.

BYCATCH COVERAGE

As those of you that fish in the Gulf of Maine know, in the past
few years NOAA has ramped up observation of groundfish by-
catch in lobster gear. The number one mandate of the observer
program is bycatch data collection via the standardized bycatch
reporting methodology (SBRM). SBRM collects data to inform
federal fishery management plans (not lobster), but does so on
all gear types capable of interacting with federally managed spe-
cies (lobster pots included). As it stands, the scientists at the
NEFSC have some flexibility to assign observer seadays to differ-
ent SBRM data collection needs, and recently they have focused
some days on Gulf of Maine groundfish bycatch in pot fisheries.
| continue to express my concern about how focused this effort

has been, because it has unduly burdened a small subset of the
fleet. My concerns are being heard and I’'m hoping this will be-
come evident in the assignment of 2014 seadays. We won’t
know until March; the delay in Congressional appropriations
delayed decision making. Yet, there is a possibility that NEFSC
will continue this effort in FY 2014. If that is the case, | will con-
tinue to work to spread out the coverage to the extent possible,
however all federally permitted vessels are required to carry an
observer if asked. The silver lining here: observers assigned via
SBRM don’t focus just on bycatch, rather they collect lots of data
relevant to lobster management, albeit from only a small por-
tion of the fishery.

If you are asked to take an observer, please make sure you get
insurance documentation from the observer company and speak
to your insurance agent to make sure you have sufficient cover-
age. Bill Hart of Smithwick and Mariners brought to our atten-
tion that MRAG Americas, while properly covered, was not
providing vessel owners with insurance information. If you are a
Smithwick and Mariner customer please reference the letter
from Bill for further details.

CHANGES TO OBSERVER FUNDING

Working through both New England and Mid-Atlantic Councils is
an omnibus amendment to dictate how industry/NMFS observer
cost sharing programs will work. This will not directly affect lob-
ster, again because we are managed by the Commission, but
AOLA staff will keep an eye on the issue as it may have implica-
tions for acceptance of industry data collection as an alternative
to federal sea samplers.
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EPA CLEAN WATER REGULATIONS

Below is a letter AOLA sent in January to our Members’ Congressional delegations and regional fisheries managers, asking for their support of the

Commercial Vessel Discharge Reform Act of 2013. If Congress doesn’t act, commercial fishing vessel will be subject to additional EPA clean water
regulations as of December, 2014. These regulations would require commercial fishermen to obtain a discharge permit in order to discharge a vari-

ety of effluent generated during normal fishing practices.

We will be monitoring the progress of this bill and working with our Congressional delegation as needed to further secure their support. See Repre-

sentative LoBiondo’s press release next page. Questions? Call Heidi.

The Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association (AOLA) asks that
you support Representative LoBiondo’s proposed legislation, the
“Commercial Vessel Discharges Reform Act of 2013” (HR 3464).
This Act serves to make permanent the commercial fishing vessel
exemption to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, an exemp-
tion that has been in place since the original legislation was en-
acted in 2008. If no action is taken, commercial fishing vessels of
all sizes will need to abide by the provisions of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act as of December 18, 2014. Yet, in what ap-
pears to be an arbitrary distinction, 13,000,000 recreational ves-
sels will not be subject to the provisions; recreational vessels
were granted a permanent exemption by Congress in 2007 (HR
2550).

If the existing exemption is allowed to expire, approximately
80,000 additional vessels (commercial fishing vessels of all sizes
and other commercial vessels less than 79 feet) will be required
to obtain general permits under the Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) in order to legally discharge effluent, such as deck wash
and fish hold water, generated during normal vessel operations.
Vessel owners who don’t obtain permits will be subjected to dai-
ly fines. While a single permit may not seem overtly onerous, it
represents yet another administrative hoop the domestic fishing
fleet will need to jump through simply to do their job, further
discouraging economic growth in an already struggling small
business sector. Further, the NPDES regulations define a long list
of discharges that are prohibited or must be minimized on ves-
sels permitted under the program. While admittedly, some of
these prohibitions make good sense, many others are not practi-
cably and frankly excessively burdensome.

AOLA staunchly supports sustainability in fisheries, but regula-
tions must be balanced and practical. The proposed Commercial
Vessel Discharges Reform Act of 2013 presents such a pragmatic
approach. This Act proposes to prohibit hazardous discharges of
rubbish, sewage, ballast water, and other hazardous substances,
while allowing for incidental discharges generated during normal

commercial fishing operation without subjecting tens of thou-
sands of fishermen to the burden of yet another permit. By the
EPA’s own admission to Congress, the Agency does not have the
resources to administer additional permits. The proposed Act
also requires best practices for limiting discharges and gives the
Coast Guard authority to define these best practices for both
recreational and commercial fishing vessels, ensuring equity.

As a representative of small businesses in your state, AOLA urges
you to support the Commercial Vessel Discharge Reform Act of
2013 (HR 3464) to assist our beleaguered working waterfronts
and help fishermen to continue to provide sustainable, domestic
seafood for our nation.

cc:
Senator Shaheen

Senator Ayotte
Congresswoman Shea Porter
Senator Warren

Senator Markey
Congressman Keating
Congressman Tierney
Congressman Lynch

Senator Reed

Senator Whitehouse
Congressman Cicilline
Congressman Langevin
Senator Menendez

Senator Booker

Bob Beal, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
Chris Moore, Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
Tom Nies, New England Fishery Management Council
John Bullard, NOAA Fisheries Northeast Regional Office



LoBiondo's Permanent Moratorium on Fines for Incidental Discharges... Approved by House Committee

February 13, 2014—U.S. Congressman
Frank A. LoBiondo (NJ-02), a senior mem-
ber of the House Transportation & Infra-
structure Committee, today applauded
passage by the Committee of his language
to place a permanent moratorium from
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
state regulations and fines governing inci-
dental discharges on commercial fishing
vessels and all other commercial vessels
less than 79 feet. The “Commercial Vessel
Discharges Reform Act of 2013” as intro-
duced by LoBiondo in November was in-
cluded in H.R. 4005, the “Coast Guard and
Maritime Transportation Act.”

“Starting this December, commercial fish-
ermen, charter and tour boat operators,
and owners of other commercial vessels
less than 79 feet will have to apply for and
receive individual permits from the EPA to
discharge from their vessels such things as
deck wash, bilge water, and the condensa-
tion from air conditioning units. Vessels
that operate without these permits could
be subject to citizen lawsuits and daily

fines that exceed $32,000 per violation,”
said LoBiondo. “South Jersey has the sec-
ond biggest fishing port on the East Coast
with the Port of Cape May, supporting
thousands of jobs up and down the Jersey
Shore. The fines that are scheduled to be
levied against our commercial fishermen
for incidental charges will be devastating
to local South Jersey businesses and our
economy.”

In 2006, a federal court in California ruled
that the EPA had to regulate the release of
ballast water, bilge water, deck wash, rain
water runoff and other incidental dis-
charges from vessels under the Clean Wa-
ter Act. Over 28 states have added addi-
tional and often contradictory regulations
on top of the federal standard.

According to Jeff Reichle, president of
Lund's Fisheries in Cape May, “the exemp-
tion avoids an unnecessary burden and
potential serious fines on the U.S. fishing
fleet while not reducing EPA’s duties to
protect our waters from serious pollu-
tants.”

FISHERIES FINANCIAL SERVICES

Below is information about loan opportunities available to fishermen

OBIJECTIVES:
certain fisheries costs. Vessel financing

Provides direct loans for

available for the purchase of used vessels
or the reconstruction of vessels (limited to
reconstructions that do not add to fishing
capacity). Refinancing available for existing
debt obligations. FFP loans are not issued
for purposes which could contribute to
over capitalization of the fishing industry.
Finance or refinance fisheries shore side
facilities or Aqua cultural facilities. Pro-
vides Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) financ-
ing (at the request of a Fishery Manage-
ment Council). IFQ financing available at
this time to first time purchasers and small
vessel operators in the Halibut Sablefish
fisheries. Provides long term fishery buy
back financing (at the request of a Fishery

Management Council or Governor) to pur-
chase and retire fishing permits and/or
fishing vessels in overcapitalized fisheries.

USES: Direct loans for up to 80 percent of
actual cost, for reconstruction or recondi-
tioning of fishing vessels, renovation, re-
pair or construction of fisheries shore side
facilities, (including aquaculture facilities)
and financing and refinancing the cost of
certain IFQs. Maximum maturity up to 25
years. Funds from this program are not
used for purposes which contribute to
over capitalization of the fishing industry.

ELIGIBILITY: Applicant must possess the

ability, experience, financial resources,
and other qualifications necessary to oper-

ate successfully and repay the debt. Ben-

While chair of the House Coast Guard &
Maritime Transportation Subcommittee,
LoBiondo secured the current temporary
moratorium expiring in December 2014 in
the hopes of brokering a permanent solu-
tion to establish a single, nationwide
standard for ballast water and incidental
discharges. Recognizing current political
realities, LoBiondo is seeking a permanent
moratorium to this issue. Commercial ves-
sels (except fishing) over 79 feet will still
need to comply with the EPA standards
and all recreational vessels, regardless of
size, are permanently exempt from the
regulations.

Kevin Wark, owner and operator of the
Fishing Vessel Dana Christine in Barnegat
Light added, “For small vessel owner/
operators like myself, and the thousands
in the U.S. fleet, this legislation represents
a common sense approach without com-

promising my business or clean oceans.”

The “Coast Guard & Maritime Transporta-
tion Act” (H.R. 4005) now moves to the
full House for consideration.

via NOAA Fisheries.

eficiary eligibility: Commercial fishermen,
processors or distributors of fishery prod-
ucts.

TERM: Maximum term is 25 years. Financ-
ing based on the economic useful life of
the asset financed. See the following for
information on how assistance is award-
ed/released: Funds are released or reim-
bursed as agreed upon in the Standard
Terms and Conditions required for each
grant.

HOW DO | GET MORE INFORMATION?
Contact your regional Financial Services
Branch and discuss your project:

Northeast Financial Services Branch
Gloucester, MA (978) 281-9154



SAFETY ALERT

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

U.3. Department of Homeland Security

MARINE SAFETY ALERT

Inspections and Compliance Directorate

December 31, 2013 Alert 10-13
Washington, DC

Attention on Deck!
Commercial Fishing Vessels

According to U. S. Bureau of Labor statistics, in 2012 commercial fishing was the second most
dangerous occupation in the country, with over 117 fatalities per 100,000 workers.! This alert serves
to remind commercial fishing vessel owners, operators, and crew members of the dangers associated
with working around moving deck machinery, rigging, and equipment.

A recent marine casualty resulting in the death of a crew member highlights the need to remain ever-
vigilant to unsafe practices and conditions. In this instance, the crew member was standing in a
hazardous location on the vessel's working deck, near the stern between a section of interior bulwark
and a large-diameter trawl wire which was supporting the weight of at least 1,400 pounds of deployed
fishing gear. As the load on the wire increased and the direction of the load path shifted due to the
sea state and the vessel's motion, the wire suddenly became taught against the vessel's bulwark
where the crew member had been standing. As a result, the crew member was trapped in between
and suffered fatal injuries. Although the investigation of this casualty is not complete and other
causal factors may be discovered, initial findings indicate that failure to follow shipboard safety
procedures and failure to recognize a dangerous situation may have contributed to this casualty.

The Coast Guard strongly recommends that owners, operators, and crew members of commercial
fishing vessels implement the following, common-sense safety measures:

« Develop and post safety plans that include identification of “pinch points” and other dangerous
locations on deck;

« Regularly conduct onboard safety training emphasizing on-deck hazards and other potential
dangers;

« Remain ever-vigilant to the changing nature of potential dangers in the presence of moving
deck machinery, rigging, and equipment;

+ Follow vessel safety procedures and avoid placing oneself in peril!

This alert is for informational purposes only and does not relieve any domestic or international safety,
operational, or material requirement. Developed by the Fifth Coast Guard District, Portsmouth, VA.
Questions may be addressed to LCDR Ken Morton, (757) 398-6284, or may be forwarded to D0O5-
DG-Prevention-DPI-PFB-Staff@uscg.mil.

'U. S. Bureau of Labor 2012 Census of Occupational Injuries: http://www.bls gov/iif/oshcfoil htm#rates. The national occupational
fatality rate 15 3.2 deaths per 100,000 workers: logging 1s the most dangerous occupation with 128 deaths per 100,000 workers.




SAFETY ALERT

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

MARINE SAFETY ALERT
Inspections and Compliance Directorate
December 31, 2013 Alert 11-13
Washington, DC Entanglement Accidents

A recent marine casualty inveolving a severe injury to a crewmember
aboard an inspected passenger vessel reminds us that these hazards
happen in any segment of the maritime industry. Moving, rotating,
and reciprocating machinery may include (but are not limited to)
rotating or spinning shafts, fan blades, fan or serpentine belts,

gearing, hydraulic ram assemblies, couplings, arms, linkages, QROTATING
windlasses, drums, blocks, booms, and sheaves, etc.. In this
instance, a crewmember's hair became entangled with a rotating MACHINERY
propeller shaft as the crewmember was on watch and conducting
rounds. The crew member sustained life-threatening injuries and is
permanently disfigured. Although the investigation of this casually is not complete, initial

observations serve to remind all vessel owner / operators, and crew members of the hazards onboard
vessels of all types.

The Coast Guard strongly recommends that vessel owner /operators evaluate their vessels for the
presence of moving, rotating, reciprocating or articulating machinery hazards, and implement
documented common-sense policies, procedures, and safety measures:

v Never wear loose fitting clothing, jewelry or personal gear in the vicinity of such equipment.

v Keep long hair tied back to avoid entanglement;

v"Install and maintain guards and protective equipment to prevent personnel contact;

. s CAUTION
v Post appropriate hazard signs; u e tanos %
MAGHBIERY MACHINERY

v" Never energize machinery unless certain that all personnel are well clear;

v Follow proper lock-out tag-out procedures when working near or on such equipment, and
ensure it has been verified that local or remote motor controls have been tagged-out or
disabled and completely de-energized:;

v" Develop procedural safeguards that eliminate, as far as practicable, personnel’'s need to be in
proximity to hazardous machinery when in operation;

v Regularly conduct onboard safety training to emphasize safety procedures and the hazards of
machinery, include deck and engine department, cargo equipment, and tools;

v Always be vigilant for new risks and dangers presented to your crews and passengers.

This alert is for informational purposes only and does not relieve any domestic or international safety,
operational, or material requirement. Developed by the Fifth Coast Guard District, Portsmouth, VA.
Questions may be addressed to LCDR Ken Morton, (757) 398-6284, or may be forwarded to DO5-
DG-Prevention-DP|-PFE-Staff@uscg.mil.




SAFETY ALERT

FISHING PARTNERSHIP

SUPPORT SERVICES

We will be offering two types of trainings this season. Basic Safety at
Sea ftraining 1s a full day training for commercial fishermen. Drill
Conductor training 1s a full day training for those who have completed the

Basic course within the past year.

February 20 — Basic — New Bedford at UMASS Dartmouth SMAST
February 21 — Drill Conductor - New Bedford at UMASS Dartmouth SMAST
March 6 — Basic — Sandwich at Pilot House / Sandwich Marina

March 7 — Drill Conductor — Sandwich at USCG Station

March 20 - Basic — Boston at UMASS Boston

March 21 - Drill Conductor — Boston at UMASS Boston

April 3 — Basic — Marshfield at Marshfield Yacht Club / Marina

April 4 — Drill Conductor — Marshfield at Marshfield Yacht Club / Marina
April 16 — Basic — Chatham at Old Stage Harbor

April 17 — Drill Conductor — Chatham at Old Stage Harbor

May 15 — Basic — Gloucester at Coast Guard Station

May 16 — Drill Conductor — Gloucester at Coast Guard Station

June 5 - Basic — New Bedford at UMASS Dartmouth SMAST

Call 1-888-282-8816 or check out our website for more
information and to register for one of the trainings.

fishingpartnership.org

In association with the Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership

Lobster Tales ~ www. offshorelobster.org Page 14




SAFETY ALERT

U.S. Coast Guard to Test Automatic |dentification System (AIS) Aids to Navigation (ATON)

USCG Special Notice

In the near future, the U.S. Coast Guard
and other authorized agencies and organi-
zations (i.e., U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, Marine Exchange of Alaska)
will begin transmitting AIS ATON messag-
es and marine safety information via AlS
for testing and evaluation. The exact con-
tent, location, and times of these broad-
casts will be announced in future Local

Notices to Mariners.

AIS is an internationally adopted radio

communication protocol that enables the
autonomous and continuous exchange of
navigation related

safety messages

amongst  vessels, lifeboats, aircraft,
shore stations, and aids to navigation (AIS

ATON).

AIS ATON stations broadcast their pres-
ence, identity (9-digit Marine Mobile Ser-
vice Identity (MMSI) number), position,
and status at least every three minutes or
as needed. These broadcasts can originate
from an AIS station located on an existing
physical aid to navigation (Real AIS ATON)

or from another location (i.e., AlS Base
Station).

An AIS Base Station signal broadcasted to
coincide with an existing physical aid to
navigation is known as a Synthetic AIS
ATON. An electronically charted, but non-
existent as a physical aid to navigation, is
identified as a Virtual AIS ATON.

Mariners capable of receiving and display-
ing these test AIS messages are encour-
aged to provide feedback and report any
anomalies to the USCG NAVCEN

(88! Ecolabel Benchmarking Process Moving Forward

February 4, 2014: Saving Seafood

The GSSI is funded by the German govern-
ment, 20 leading international seafood
companies, Darden, Sodexo, 8 major glob-
al retailers, and industry groups including
NFI and the Seafish authority.

The goal is to develop a benchmarking
standard for seafood industry ecolabels
based on at a minimum the FAO Guide-
lines on Aquaculture Certification and the
FAO Guidelines for Ecolabelling of Fish and
Fishery Products from Marine Capture
Fisheries.

The GSSI Benchmarking Framework will
include “Key Performance Areas” on Aqua-
culture and Fishery standards and on Gov-
ernance and Procedures. Each Key Perfor-
mance Area will be broken down into a set
of Benchmarking Indicators to which rela-
tive performance of certification programs
can be measured.

GSSI has set up three expert working
groups on Aquaculture, Marine Capture
Fisheries, and Process.

The working groups will present an over-
view of their work at a meeting in conjunc-

tion with the Boston Seafood Show. The
future of GSSI benchmarking received a
boost when Walmart - which has not par-
ticipated in the GSSI process - determined
that for its purchasing policies, Alaska’s
RFM certification system was equivalent to
the system of the Marine Stewardship
Council.  Other major users, such as So-

dexo, have also made this determination.

In their latest newsletter, GSS| detailed
who will be the chair and vice-chair of the
different working groups. In each case,
they tried to pair an NGO with an industry
partner. Aquaculture will be chaired by
lain Stone, of Lyons Seafood, and the vice-
chair will be Anton Immink, from the Sus-
tainable Fisheries Partnership. Marine fish-
eries will be chaired by Randy Erickson, of
the Wild Salmon Center, and the vice chair
is Gregg Jeffers, from Gortons.

The Process group - which is working on
how certification schemes will get bench-
marked by GSSI, is chaired by Tom Picker-
ell, of Seafish, and Patrick Mallet of ISEAL
alliance, and the vice chair is Mike Kraft,
from Bumble Bee.

Finally, GSSI announced that WWF has
come on board as a member of the steer-
WWEF is perhaps the key
player in the global fisheries ecosystem

ing committee.

movement - and although in the past they
have been committed to the MSC - which
they helped found, in recent years they
have broadened their perspective to em-
brace a number of partnerships with in-
dustry players that go beyond simply ask-
ing their partners to use MSC approved
sourcing.

In order for the GSSI to succeed, they will
need to have WWF at least a neutral party,
and the fact that after initially rejecting the
need for GSSI, WWF has now come on
board is a big step forward.

It is part of the recognition that a true for-
mal global framework on seafood sustaina-
bility is needed that goes beyond the
boundaries or promotion of any single
scheme. Only in this fashion can govern-
ments formally use the benchmark, and
can the benchmarks get incorporated - as
the Global Gap has been for agricul-
ture, and GFSI for food safety - into a wide
range of purchasing programs.



“Missing” Right Whales Spotted in Cape Cod Bay

January 13, 2014 BY: RICH ELDRED, The Cape Codder

It’s not quite the swallows returning to Capistrano, but the right
whales are back in Cape Cod Bay.

But unlike the swallows, which always arrive at the same time,
the whales are early.

“They’ve probably been here for a fairly long time already,” not-
ed Dr. Stormy Mayo, director of Right Whale Habitat Studies at
the Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies. “That’s the first
time we did anaerial survey to pin down what’s going on.”

So what’s going on? Sunday afternoon, when the Center made
the aerial track across the Bay, they spotted 12 endangered
North Atlantic right whales, 2.4-percent of the entire world’s
population, cavorting about.

“That’s a big deal,” Mayo said. “I think we’re in a time of change.
What’s happened particularly over the last four years, is Cape
Cod Bay is more and more important to right whales. So much
that half of the entire population has come into the Bay over the
last four years. Considering we’re not out there all the time it’s
probably more than that.”

The estimated world population is about 510 whales, confined to
the North Atlantic, primarily on this side.

There were reports that the whales were not at their normal
summer feeding grounds in the Gulf of Maine so it was good to
see them back in the Bay.

“This leads me to believe the whales now prefer Cape Cod Bay to
other habitats,” Mayo observed.

Why that is so is harder to say. It could be climate shifts, water
temperature variations; almost certainly it is connected to the
abundance of food in the Bay. Right whales feed mostly on cope-
pods (tiny shrimp-like crustaceans in the plankton) that they fil-
ter out of the water with their baleen. Previous work at the Cen-
ter has determined right whales begin feeding when the density
of zooplankton reaches 3,750 organisms per cubic meter of wa-
ter.

“Probably 10 of the whales were feeding with their mouths wide
open,” Mayo said. “Up to the last four years we have not seen
many whales here in January and not many feeding. We’ve been
conducting studies for many years and in the first twenty years
of the study the animals seemed to follow a fairly regular pattern
and you didn’t see numbers of ten or more animals till mid-
March.”

The whales usually spend the winter off the coast of Georgia,

where mothers often give birth.

“The last four years we’re seeing them off the beaches before
we even get up to fly. This year | saw them in October,” Mayo
noted.

This indicates Cape Cod Bay has become a crucial habitat for a
critically endangered species.

“You can see the results more than the causes,” Mayo reiterat-
ed. “So you can say the plankton is particularly rich over the last
four or five years. And there’s a change in location in the Bay.
The whales are mostly focused on the eastern half of the Bay
and last year was the first time in 27 years we saw aggregations
of whales on the western side of the Bay. So Cape Cod Bay is one
of the real mother lodes of right whales in the wintertime. How
come this habitat more than any other?”

Usually the whales hang around as long as the abundant plank-
ton does, drifting in and out of the Bay until early spring. Then
they’ll swim out around Race Point and head 30 to 50 miles East
of the Cape following the food. Later in the summer they favor
the northern Gulf of Maine, in the Bay of Fundy.

“There were not many whales seen last year, except in Cape Cod
Bay,” Mayo said.

The Center has extensive records on the individual whales, which
they can identify from photos.

“We’ll see some we don’t know much about and we’ll see some

we’ve seen before,” Mayo predicted.

They try to do a flight every seven days, crisscrossing the Bay in a
grid but that is weather dependent.

“If we could do it the way we want we’d be looking every five
days but that still leaves big gaps. Tagging has been pretty much
suspended in the Atlantic, the whales are so rare, and the tags
seemed to develop raised areas on the backs. We don’t need to
add any physiological stress to the animals since they are not
reproducing as fast as they can and numbers are reduced by ship
strikes and entanglements.”

The center also studies copepod abundance, using their research
vessel the Shearwater, to take samples from January to May.
They estimate that for a whale to “break even” where the energy
expended feeding equals the caloric intake, the plankton density
has to be 6,600 animals per cubic meter.

Right whales used to be more evenly spread about the Atlantic
but they were hunted from North Africa to the Bay of Biscay to

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE




NOAA Fisheries Working to Improve Fisheries Data Quality

December 19, 2013 NOAA FISHERIES Northeast Regional Office

NOAA Fisheries today announced that it is undertaking a coordi-
nated effort to improve the quality, usefulness, timeliness, and
delivery of data collected from the fishing industry used in its
science and management. The Gulf of Maine Research Institute
(GMRI), Portland, Maine, in partnership with the School for Ma-
rine Science and Technology (SMAST), Dartmouth, Massachu-
setts, will help NOAA Fisheries by conducting a survey of external
data users and others interested in contributing to improving our
data systems.

NOAA Fisheries collects a variety of information from fishing ves-
sels and seafood dealers such as fishing location, gear type used,
area fished, landings, bycatch, ex-vessel price, operational costs,
and catch sampling, which is used for management and scientific
tasks including estimating fish stock abundance and setting fish-
ing quotas.

“We created our existing data reporting and monitoring systems
over many years to support fishery management measures as
they were developed,” said John Bullard, regional administrator,
Northeast, NOAA Fisheries. “But as management plans and re-
quirements have evolved, we’ve seen an increased demand for
finer scale and more timely information. We recognize that our
data systems need to improve to accommodate that demand.”

This fall, NOAA Fisheries established an internal working group to
begin to explore what improvements can be made to existing
data collection and management systems. With the help of the
GMRI and SMAST, NOAA Fisheries hopes to learn more about
data needs from various user groups and explore better ways to
compile and deliver that data.

Bill Karp, science and research director, NOAA Fisheries' North-
east Fisheries Science Center, said that working with external

partners and the fishing industry is key to improving information
gathered on the fisheries. "These data underlie everything from
abundance estimates to quota setting and management. It is
critical that what we use is accurate, current, and available as
quickly as possible," he said.

Over the next several months, interviews will be conducted
throughout the region with NOAA Fisheries scientists and manag-
ers, state fishery management agencies, regional fishery man-
agement councils and commissions, vessel operators, dealers,
commercial fishing organizations, non-governmental organiza-
tions, and academic institutions.

“Through our outreach, we want to emphasize to fishermen and
dealers that understanding how they collect, report, and use
information is central to improving NOAA’s data system. Ulti-
mately, timely and accurate data will help them with their own
business planning and fishery operations,” said Jonathan Laba-
ree, GMRI’s Director of Community Initiatives. “Along with col-
lecting information from data users, we hope to explore new
monitoring and data collection models for the fishing and sea-
food industries that are developed with their input and tested in
the real-world environment.”

As various aspects of this review effort are completed, results
will be shared publicly via NOAA Fisheries and the Gulf of Maine
Research Institute websites. http://www.nero.noaa.gov/, http://
www.nefsc.noaa.gov/ and http://www.gmri.org/.

NOAA’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the
Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to the surface
of the sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine
resources. Visit us at http://www.noaa.gov or on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/noaa.

LONTINGED - “Missing” Whales

Iceland and now only strays from the Gulf of Maine population
are occasionally seen off of Europe.

There is also a South Atlantic right whale, there are about 15,000
of them,, and an extremely rare Pacific right whale, perhaps as
few as 50, off of the sparsely populated Russian coast, “probably
a different species” Mayo noted.

“Cape Cod Bay may be becoming one of the mating grounds,”
Mayo speculated.

He has students working on whale energetics as well as the so-
cial aspects of their time in the Bay, male and female groupings,

mothers and their calves.

“We have better access to right whales than anyone so we con-
tribute huge amounts of photographic information and general
knowledge,” Mayo said. “If it’s like last year the numbers will rise
and fall through March and we’ll see them numbers increase
into the heart of the season March to April but it’s always ex-
citing because we don’t know the answer but that’s typical of
natural science.”
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Data From the Deep

February 4, 2014 BY: ROBERT GOLD,
SouthCoast Today

The mysteries of the deep have long in-
trigued oceanographers and researchers.

A new device created locally could help
shed more light on some of these myster-
ies, its developers and area scientists said.

For more than a decade, the Northeast
Fisheries Science Center, working with
other researchers and oceanographers,
has installed an array of measuring devices
on lobster traps.

Temperature gauges, salinity sensors,
acoustic listening devices and cameras
have been installed, said Jim Manning,
who oversees the lobster trap program at
the science center in Woods Hole, which is
part of the National Oceanographic and

Atmospheric Administration.

Current meters, in use for the past few
years, help gauge current speeds up to
hundreds of feet underwater, Manning
said. The various devices help monitor and
research the effects of weather patterns,
tides, river runoffs and its impact on vari-
ous fisheries, including lobster.

"Fishermen are very interested in the re-
sults. They've been wondering what's go-
ing on down there forever," Manning said.

Starting last vyear, researchers started

testing out a new device, with technology
developed by North Falmouth-based Low-
ell Instruments. The data logger measures
temperature, current speed and direction
and can help test whether computer mod-
eling software is accurately predicting the
deep currents, Manning said.

"They would provide the data to test the
(computer) models, especially down in the
deeper waters," Manning said.

Manning started working with University
of Rhode Island scientist Vitalii Sheremet
more than half a decade ago. Sheremet
developed a device with a streamlined
appearance that gives information about
currents.

"They measure flow based on the tilt of
this instrument," Manning said. Previously,
more complicated devices were used to do
this. "There were a lot of moving parts that
more easily got fouled" by growth such as
algae, Manning said.

In 2012, Sheremet teamed up with Nick
Lowell, the founder of Lowell Instruments,
and the collaboration has yielded results.

Lowell's data loggers and Sheremet's tech-
nology are placed within PVC pipes and
attached to lobster traps.

Sheremet, an associate marine research
scientist at the university, said about 50
have been used so far, including some in

Nantucket Sound, and another 50 are ex-
pected to be tested in various ocean wa-
ters this year.

"They are more precise and more accu-
rate," Sheremet said of the newest model
of his device, which includes the data log-
gers developed by Lowell.

These also can record more measurements
for a longer period of time.

Lowell, who started his business in 2012,
said the lower-cost technology of his data
loggers should be able to help more peo-
ple do underwater research in more plac-
es.

"This really lets you validate that your
models are accurate by putting a bunch
out," he said.

With such an expansive variety of ocean
environments, Manning said the various
data collectors, including the data logger
developed by Lowell Instruments, are
gathering a long-term reservoir of infor-
mation. This data can help gauge things
such as sedimentary erosion, the condition
of aquaculture beds and assessing the po-
tential for harnessing tidal energy and oth-

erissues.

"We are trying to keep a long-term rec-
ord," he said, to archive and share with
other ocean researchers.

Interested in Advertising in Lobster Tales?

ADLA Associate Members become partners in our efforts and are the first we turn to as collaborators when shared issues or opportuni-
ties arise. Many of our Members seek out services and products from ADLA Associate Members. Whether your business already benefits
from ADLA Members as customers or you are looking to gain new customers, we encourage you to support our efforts to keep the fish-

Advertising slots are reserved for Associate Members; the only way to market directly to our members is to become an Asso-

ciate Member sponsor of AOLA.

For more information. or to join, contact: Heidi Henninger, AOLA Program Coordinator at heidi@offshorelobster.org or G03-828-9342.

I
I
I
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| ing fleet and infrastructure strong.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER DIRECTORY

COMPANY

LOCATION

PHONE

Anacko Cordage

Narragansett, Rl

401-792-3936

Athearn Marine Agency

Fairhaven, MA

508-999-4505

Barrel Head Bait/Channel Fish

East Boston, MA

857-200-2129

Boston Lobster

Boston , MA

617-464-1500

Boston Wholesale Lobster

Lynn, MA

781-592-2000

Brooks Trap Mill

Thomaston, ME

800-426-4526

C & P Bait

New Bedford, MA

508-951-9818

Canal Fuel

Sagamore, MA

508-888-1469

Cape Ann Mechanical Services

Essex, MA

978-768-6055

Chris Electronics

New Bedford, MA

508-994-8257

CP Brodeur

New Bedford, MA

508-993-0334

Fairhaven Shipyard Companies

Fairhaven, MA

508-999-1650

Fairhaven True Value Hardware

New Bedford, MA

508-997-3307

Fisher Air Fasteners

Pembroke, MA

781-826-2522

Friendship Trap

Friendship, ME

800-451-1200

Guard QOil

Fairhaven, MA

508-992-3030

Harbor Hydraulics & Machine

Fairhaven, MA

508-991-2433

Hercules SLR U.S.

New Bedford, MA

508-993-0010

Industrial Marine Marketing

Wakefield, MA

401-782-4412

Ketcham Traps

New Bedford, MA

508-997-4787

Life Raft + Survival Equipment

Tiverton, RI

800-451-2127

Manchester Lobster

Manchester, MA

978-526-1338

New Bedford Ship Supply

New Bedford, MA

508-994-2961

New England Crab

Boston, MA

617-464-1999

New England Marine & Industrial

Portsmouth, NH

603-436-2836

Nordstrom Seafood Traders

Tiverton, RI

508-294-4160

Ocean State Lobster

Narragansett, Rl

401-782-3500

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

Lobster Tales
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http://www.anackocordage.com/
http://athearnmarine.com/
http://www.channelfishco.com/
http://www.bostonlobstercompany.com/
http://www.bostonwholesalelobster.com/about.html
http://www.brookstrapmill.com/
http://www.canalfuel.com/
http://www.fairhavenshipyard.com/
http://ww3.truevalue.com/fairhaven/Home.aspx
http://fisherairfasteners.com/
http://www.friendshiptrap.com/
http://www.guardoil.net/
http://www.harborhydraulics.com/
http://hercules-slr-us.com/
http://www.lobstering.com/
http://lrse.com/
http://newenglandmarine.com/
http://www.oceanstatelobster.net/

Continued: ASSOCIATE MEMBER DIRECTORY

COMPANY

LOCATION

PHONE

Pine Hill Equipment

Westport, MA

508-636-5971

PJ’s Lobster

Boston, MA

617-884-0707

Polysteel Atlantic (East Coast Rope)

Edwardsville, NS, Canada

902-562-8892

R.A. Mitchell Co.

New Bedford, MA

800-990-5685

Rhode Island Engine, Co.

Narragansett, Rl

401-789-1021

Riverdale Mills Corp.

Northbridge, MA

800-762-6374

Rome Packing Co.

East Providence, Rl

401-228-7170

Sanoco Inc. (Santoro Oil)

Providence, RI

401-942-5000

Sandwich Ship Supply

Sandwich, MA

508-888-0200

Sims Metal (Promet Marine Services)

Providence, RI

401-467-3730

Southern New England Fishery News

Mystic, CT

860-941-2973

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

New Bedford, MA

508-993-7411

SurfaceWorx

West Bridgewater, MA

508-587-8877

SANTORO OIL

Santoro Family of Companies

Santoro Oil is proud to offer STAR 1 marine diesel

Dockside delivery 6 days a week from our Narragansett branch office,
NORM'’s Fuel Company. Star 1 offers superior cleaning power, stabil-
ity enhancement, corrosion protection and more!

) A
2 e

401-942-5000
www.SantoroOil.com

Like Us On
Facebook



http://www.pinehillequipment.com/
http://www.pjlobster.com/
http://www.polysteel.ca/index2.php
http://ramitchell.com/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.riengine.com/&usd=2&usg=ALhdy29hv2hsq4EsfN0-25socusjsQod9g
http://www.riverdale.com/
http://www.romepacking.com/
http://www.santorooil.com/pages/cfHome.cfm
http://www.sandwichship.com/
http://www.prometmarineservices.com/
http://usfishlaw.com
http://www.smithwick-ins.com/
http://www.surfaceworx.com/

C.P. Brodeur, Inc.

Marine Engine Repair

80 Wright Street New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-993-0334 | Fax: 508-990-3671

KETCHAM SUPPLY
LOBSTER TRAPS & SUPPLIES

Since 1975 Ketcham Supply has been your complete source

for commercial trap building and repair.

TEL: 508-997-4787 ASK FOR MYRON
111 MYRTLE ST NEW BEDFORD, MA 02740
! N"L WWW.LOBSTERING.COM: FAX: 508-992-




The ESSENTIAL Monthily Guide to Ever-Changing Regulations

MUST HAVE

Monthly Publication
for Everyone in the
Commercial Fishing
Industry, Covering
Ever-Changing State
and Federal Regulations
that Impact Your
Business!

e Fishermen
¢ Boat and Fleet Owners
® Processors ® Manufacturers
e Support Industries and Suppliers
e | egal and Government Agencies

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE OR SUBSCRIBE
(860) 941-2973
or visit www.usfishlaw.com

R HERCULES icg,,%

SLR(US) Inc.
MARINE ¢ FISHING GEAR * SAFETY ah

logg, %

ar

44 South Street - - Marine & Safety - - Tel: 508-993-0010 ,
82 MacArthur Drive - - Rigging, Mooring & Industrial - - Tel: 508-992-9519 \'i
www.Hercules-SLR-US.com  1-800-467-3865  New Bedford, MA 02740
JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com

Commercial Fishing - Marine Safety
*Marine Hardware * Stormiine Foul Weather Gear * Buoys *
*Lobster Banas*Fish Tubs*Cordage Netting’FloatsLeadiine®
*Cotesi Trawl Netting, Sinking& Leaded/Sink Rope” Wire Rope*
*Golf & Batting Cage Netting™Hi Flyers 121" & 14 XHD*
*Polyform US Buoys & Fenders-All Colors"Mustang Survival Gear*
"Recreational Mooring Equipment* Safeguard Safety Products*

*Esterpro Sinking & HydroPro Rope Made by Polysteel

Revere Life Rafts - SALES & SERVICING (Any Brand Accepted)
We sell Imperial Survival Suits & Inspect all brands of Survival Suits

USCG Safety Inspection Station # 327 For on-board Vessel

Inspections & Safety Drills, Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors:
Rodney Avila 508-889-0401 or Ted Williams 506-264-5779

Visit our new Rigging Shop for all your needs!!

Gill Net Shop - We Strip, Hang & Ship
Webs, Leadine, Rope & Floats in Stock

1




@ Pine Hill Equipment, Inc.
Products Some of the brands we sell...
Bow & Stern Thrusters Palfingerystens
Capstans -
Cranes —Darker %““’1"?“"‘ -
E.ngi.nes & Marine Equipment (@ROTZLER gmaroN N G
ElshmgUEc!Elpment m
ower Units
Remote Controls DIESEL ENGINES '3,?3"‘,’332
ngghlng Systems * KKyYe
Winches ' -
ILDJSGd quclilpme;t ] @YPOWER
arts and much much more... Acroquip EH. T T-I\I S e
; 5 ; @huﬂrﬂullfﬁ Wickers
“Done right the first time!”
...and we service everything we sell.
Call today or visit us online @ www.pinehillequipment.com 508-636-5971

NEW ENGLAND CRAB COMPANY, INC.

'/ 6 Food Mart Road
Boston, MA 02118

Segilh’_
Sex

TEL. (617) 464-1999
1-800-499-NECC Fax (617) 464-1988




BOSTON BWLC is always looking for a
VWHOLESALE g8 steady supply of offshore lobsters.

LOBSTER u'} We will pay for the product
CORP. on delivery.

Boston Wholesale Lobster Corp.

781-592-2000
78 Marine Blvd.
Lynn, MA 01905
www.bostonwholesalelobster.com




INDUSTRIAL MARINE MARKETING

28 Blanchard Place, Wakefield, RI 02879
(800) 407-0177/ME Fax: (207) 594-4974

ROGER SMITH
y PRESIDENT
( // N Phone: (401) 295-0558
>

Fax R1 401-294-1242

SECAFQOODO
CTRAODERS

For All Your Bait Needs Fishing Supplies ® Wholesale & Retail

Warhouse: RI 401-782-4412

Twine Netting ® Everson Cordage
Dan Nordstrom

Phone: 401-624-1822

POLYSTEEL ATLANTIC .
EAST COAST ROPE .

468 Portsway Ave.,
Edwardsville, NS

More Strength...  Tel: (902) 562-8889
Less Stretch Fax: (902) 562-8887
POLYSTEEL® Ropes www.polysteel.ca

Lobster Tales ~ www. offshorelobster.org Page Za




N(ﬁ"g ;'sing Aquamesh®?
ey That’s Nuts!

; ‘ At Riverdale Mills, we know that our Aquamesh® is
A\ 1 the highest quality, strongest and most durable
w R ' _marine trap wire in the world. Aquamesh® is made
\ N in the USA manufactured using the most advanced
galvanizing and coating process to supply you the
best marine wire product possible. Aquamesh® was
e pec\f'lcally designed to withstand the harshest
saltwater environments, resist corrosion, cracking
nd peeling and outlast the competition.

For over 30 years Aquamesh® has been the top
requested, highest performing and most trusted
marine wire in the marketplace. Demand the best
marine wire on the market today - Aquamesh®
because using anything else would be just nutty.

1.800.762.6374
www.riverdale.com

R.A. Mitchell Co. Inc. New Bedford, MA 02740
Toll Free: (800) 990-5685

Your source for marine/industrial engines and generator systems.

The R.A. Mitchell Company is pleased to be an
Authorized Distributor, Dealer & Reseller for John Deere, Lister Engines,
Deutz Engines, Baldor, Benmac, Perkins, Kohler, Murphy, and Racor.

We provide parts, service, custom-built applications, turnkey systems
and over fifty years in the business. We hope to have you as a customer!




OSTON LOBSTER COMPAN

» WORLDWIDE SHIPPER e

| Boston’s
{8

. Premiere

E¥/ Distributor of

BUYING FROM OFFSHORE AND
INSHORE BOATS
SINCE 1986

PROMPT PAYMENT GUARANTEED.

Neil Zarella Email: nzarella @ bostonlobstercompany.com

Bob Behrman Email: rbehrman @ bostonlobstercompany.com

345 West |st Street, Boston, MA 02127
P: (617) 464-1500 F: (617) 464-1131

North Atlantic Lobsters
TEL: 508-997-3307 FAIRHAVEN
FAX: 508-997-6071 HARDWARE

23 POPES ISLAND
NEW BEDFORD, MA 02740

Help Is Just Around The Corner.

Manchester Lobster

LOBSTER BANDS
Cold water - 80% Rubber - thick wall
1000 Ib lots - $2.60/Ib

Tel/Fax: 508-932-0990
1 Beaver Dam Rd Box 5 Manchester by the Sea, MA 01944

FISHER

AIR FASTENERS
1005 Corporate Park
Pembroke, MA 02359
* “Harco" Clip Guns — 3/8™-3/4"-7/8"
galvanized s.s5., aluminum clips
* Ring Guns — 3/8", 1/2", 9/16", 3/4"
Rings — Bright Basic galvanized s5.s.
+ Staple Guns — 1/4". 3/8", 1/2" Crown
Siaples galv. s.s. — 18-16-14 gauge
* Wire cutters — flush cutting jaws for
14-10-8 gauge wire

TEL (781) 826-2522

FAX (781) 826-5252

www fisherairfasteners.com
chris@fisherairfasteners.com

Lobster Tales ~ www. offshorelobster.org
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“Specializing in the sale and delivery of
lobster bait for over thirty years”

Fresh frozen and salted bait available:

= Skates = Flat fish
= Herring = Fish skins
= Pogies = Red fish
= Haddock = Dog fish heads
= Cod Fish = Salmon
= Pollock
—_ /— /C&P Bait Contact:
S\ 33 Wright Street Danny Costa 508-951-9818

New Bedford MA, 02740 Carlos Pereira 508-951-9819

Sims Metal (Promet)
Full-Service Shipyard

400+ Ton Travelift e Sandblasting & Spray Painting
Welding and Pipefitting e Shafting and Machining

Contact Chris Braga or Mike Cohen For An Estimate
242 Allens Avenue e Providence, RI 02905 e Tel (401) 467-3730 e Fax (401) 467-5370
Email: Chris@prometmarine.com eWeb: www.simsmm.com




BROOKS TRAP MILL
& MARINE SUPPLIES

Jonesboro, ME ~ W. Bath, ME ~ Portland, ME ~ Thomaston, ME
(207) 434-5791 (855) 840-6027  (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526

\1 GBT HAULIN' /£
| <.

Thousands of new and used
stock traps in inventory!
We have a lot of traps and want
to clear out the yard!!

CUSTOM BUILT TRAPS

. Large inventory of wire and supplies helps you get your custom built traps
within a reasonable timeframe!!

+ Build a customized sample trap with our staff to ensure no detail is
overloohed.

o Multiple trap shops allow us to focus on every detail that mahkes your traps
what they are!!

TRAP BALLAST: WIRE SELECTION: | | TRAP RUNNERS:

+ Red Brick . QOak

. g:)ecgriginal Ergo nou nme ’H . gl:lisure Treated

s = gsuperSea A ot
Steel Runners = P « Composite Runners

« Cement Runners Na— mc === « Plastic Coated Steel

« ‘8ga Wire Bottoms Runners

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM

Lobster Tales ~ www. offshorelobster.org
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OR Lowest Prices on Trap Kits,

AguaMesH” Ocean Tougu. Seaplax Let US QUOtE YDU
TRAP WIRE Call any of our 3 locations

% New England Marine & Industrial
. ol

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH

603-436-2836

Order Early

294 Ocean Street 86 Cemetary Rd
- Buy 100 or more trap kits and ?éj”é;{’ggb"fﬁ Stonington, ME
| receive 10% off our regular prices 207-367-2692
on trap building supplies.
Worcester Cow Hide Bait
Vents & Cleats Oak and PT Runners - We carry Reqular and Hairless Bait
Hog Rings and Clips Ergo Elocks and Bricks [ Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail purchases
. Shrimp Twine Wire Benders __' and pallet (20 pails) purchases
- . --.| “One week notice neaded on pallet purchases”
- Ask your Salesman for Details _,__-_--'_'_._
i ” -« We accept
< Does not Include Trap Wire Rolls, Buoys‘ Visa
MasterCard
Discover

Rope or Heads

www.newenglandmarine.com

™

Distributors of high performance coatings

www.surfaceworx.com

3 0’8 PPG Protective & Marine Coatings A ®
*Now availabla a Fairhavan Shipyard. Rhode |skand Engine and Rese Maring. m e r c n al

FEATURING INTERSHIELD 300V

r_f ...1 Intermtmal Abrasion Resistant Aluminum Pure Epoxy

Universal Primer directly to

Marine Coatings mechanically prepared steel
. . g ’ « NSF Approved
The world leader in marine coatings. +  Zinc Primer Not Required

» Low Temp Application

BAR-RUST 235
Multi-Purpose Epoxy Coating DE VOE
Provides fast recoat, cold weather cure, surface tolerance, and -
applies like an enamel product. H'GH FERFDRM‘” C.E
Mo other coating system can be used as widely with fewer & ¢ I v/ r L *

restrictions due to temperature, dew point or humidity. <
PREPBUHD 2.8

A penetrating primer/sealer for superior adhesion to

- — marginally prepared surfaces
« Single component
« May be applied in below freezing temps, and applied

up to 99% relative humidity

sSurfacewo 124 Turnpike St. = West Bridgewater, MA 02379
Phone: 508-587-8877 = Fax: 508-587-4583



http://www.surfaceworx.com/
http://www.surfaceworx.com/
http://www.surfaceworx.com/
http://www.surfaceworx.com/
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AFTER MANY YEARS OF USE, DO YOU SSOR'AETER FOUR YEARSFEIKE
WANT TRAPS THAT LOOK LIKE THESE TRAPS BUILT ELSEWHERE
THESE FRIENDSHIP TRAPS ? WITHINFERIOR'WIRE?

‘l‘ \ \ (K
Pl ..\ -i\. il

Whether you’re
buying
completed traps
or kits to build your
own, come to Friendship
Trap, where traps are Built the Best &
Built to Last!

“Our Friendship Traps are still fishing “I've fished my traps on brutal bottom and “Even though | fish my Friendship traps hard year

strong 9 or 10 years later ... really put them to the test. round, | typically get at least 10
like the day we bought them. They took a licking and kept years of goad fishing from them.
The Friendships last double on ticking ... they outlast ['ve tried some traps built by

the others!” any of the competitions traps others, but | only get 4 or 5 years
—Jeremy Paul by far” —Mike Foley out of them.” —Andy Johnson

“I've got Friendship traps that are “I've ardered my traps from

—

for 16 years. In fact I'm still fishing ' ‘ Friendship’s Columbia Falls branch for |y

13 years old and still fishing
taday. You can't beat the way 15 of the first set of traps | ever years now. [ know that 'm always going
they fish or the quality and bought from them.” to get a good quality trap that's built just P?L
durability.”-Troy Stanwood ~Tim Wilcox the way | want it "—Dana Rice

SERVINGICUSTOMERSSEROMECANADASEONFHESMID-ASLEANIIC M D'" :”‘ 0O

Jerry Wadsworth Jimmy Emerson - Columbia Falls Joe Reynolds
jerryw@triendshiptrap.com jemerson@friendshiptrap.com joer@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842 (207) 483-6555 » (800) 339-6558 (207) 790-1761 ek

FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200 » (207) 354-2545
Mike Wadsworth: (207) 542-0841 <mikew@friendshiptrap.com>
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AND BROAD COVERAGE » COMPETITIVE RAT ES AND BROAD COVERAGE » COMPETITIVE RATES COMPETITIVE RATES AND

BROAD COVERAGE = COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE «COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE + COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE = COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD

Smithwick & Mariners
Insurance Agency

We are a full-service independent insurance
agency providing personal, commercial,
business & marine insurance.

«  VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS

* Wide Range of Package Options

* New Vessel, Older Vessel Including Wood

Construction - we can obtain coverage for 366 U.S. Route 1 - Falmouth, ME 04105
any well maintained boat Tel: 800-370-1883 = Tel: 207-781-5553 « Fax: 207-781-5571
77 North Water Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Competitive programs for Lobster Boats, Draggers, Tel: 800-348-1405 « Tel: 508-993-7411 «» Fax: 508-990-7733
Scallopers, Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more. With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - DEDICATED TO SERVICE

S3LWH JALILIANOD « 3DVHIACO OV 0OHE ONY S3IVH JALLL 3 WOD » IDVHIACO OYOHE ANY S3LVH SALLLIJWOD » IDVHIACO OYVOHE NV S31WH SALLILIdWNCO + 3DVHIADD OV OHE aNY S3LVH

FALUIHWCD « IDYHIADD aYOHE ONY S31vH JALLILIANOD « IDYHIADD OVOHE ONY SELYH IALLIEDWCD « IDYHIADD

(508)994-2961 - (508) 994-8384 - (508) 999-4297

Fax: (508) 993-4108 Email: nbss.nbship@verizon.net

NEW BEDFORD
SHIP SUPPLY CO.

Alan Leck and Jonathan Seavey 108 Front St

339 Northern Ave Boston, MA 02210 New Bedford, MA 02740
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00-4:30 - Sat: 7:00—11:30
Tel: 617-946-2930 Harriet Didriksen, Pres. Cell: (508) 509-7208
Tel: (978) 768-6055 Fax: (978) 768-1168

Email: esxsvc@aol.com

Cape Ann Mechanical Services, Inc.

d/b/a Essex Service Co.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

Charlie Symonds Sales & Service P.O. Box 83

Michael Symonds Essex, Massachusetts 01929-0002



http://www.pjlobster.com/

&

Ocean State w

LO BSTE R Buzzards Bay ~ P: 508-759-8822 Fax: 508-759-8878

Bintde B WA Mo Narragansett, RI  P: 401-782-3500 Fax: 401-782-3577

Specializing in the buying and selling of top quality
hard shell lobsters since 1995.

We buy top quality lobsters from
offshore lobster bhoats.

Sales: Philip Don Owner: Kevin B. Bates

25 Perry Ave Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 | 270 Great Island Rd. Narragansett, Rl 02882

508-994-8257

16 South Water Street

= o\ 10 Union Wharf
W% A Fairhaven, MA 02719
THEARN 0% s

MARINE AGENCY, INC.  Fax: (508) 984-5596

BOATS & PERMITS fased |

Marine Electronics for Over 30 Years

FOR SALE Sales « Service « Installation

Visit www.athearnmarine.com to view our Chris Electronics is a factory authorized,
listings or call 508-999-4505 servicing marine electronics dealer. We provide

service as well as operational instruction on all

Serving Fishermen Since 1946 equipment sold.
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http://www.oceanstatelobster.net/

WE DELIVER FRESH LOBSTER BAIT

INCLUDING: HERRING, POGIES, SKINS, MACKEREL,
RED FISH, SALMON, FLAT FISH, WHITEFISH.
SATURDAY: BRANT ROCK, MARSHFIELD,

HEWITT'S COVE, HINGHAM
EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY: ORLEANS

=

(Pl ciiatiude il R ibdaCnbinalatlad s i i

ALL STOPS ARE WEATHER AND CATCH DEPENDENT
FRESH, SALTED, AND QUICK FROZEN BAIT WE SELL SALT! 80 Ib. Bags

Barrel Head Bait

For More Information

Mark Flight Mike Cannistraro
617-590-0234 508-648-5556
mark@barrelheadbait.com osap@comcast.com

To Place an Order: (P) 857-200-2129 FAX: 617-561-8471

=,

147 Cranberry Highway ¢ PO Box 692 ¢ Sagamore, MA 02561
800-356-3133 « 508-888-1469
www.canalfuel.com

OUR COMMITIMENT TO YOU
At Canal Fuel Company we believe it is our customer loyalty and strong commitment to
remaining Cape Cod’s premier full service home heating oil company that will keep customers coming
back. We do business the old fashion way with no gimmicks or hidden fees attached. We offer
service contracts that include a free cleaning and tune-up. Our service department will tune your
burner for maximum efficiency and peace of mind. You can count on us for the best C.O.D. price on
Cape Cod. Our staff is a strong, knowledgeable and responsive team who are always there for all your
needs. In the field and on the road you can be sure our drivers will go above and beyond to provide you
with the best service possible.

MARINE DIESEL & LUBE OILS

Canal Fuel has been serving the marine fishing industry for
over 50 years. We would like to take this opportunity to

assure you that we will do our utmost to meet your fuel
needs with excellent service at the lowest cost. We offer a
wide variety of marine lube oils that we have in stock at all
times. If we do not stock it, we can get it.




RHODE ISLAND ENGINE CO., INC.
]

Dedicated to providing the best and latest in marine equipment.
Engines, transmissions, generators, hardware and more.

Factory-authorized sales and service dealership .
Offering every major marine diesel engine and transmission.

Family owned and operated since 1947.

erees M St

Rhode Island Engine Co., Inc. | Tel: 401-789-1021
79 State Street | P.O. Bo 543 | Narragansett, R
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GUARD OIL

Competitive pricing and first rate service
you can rely on.

24 Hour Service
Coast Guard certified
Fueling any size vessel
Consistent low prices
Serving Southern MA and R

100 ALDEN ROAD FAIRHAVEN, MA 02719 P: 508-992-3030
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We have your bottom line in mind

ANACKO CORDAGE COMPANY
102 DEAN KNAUSS DRIVE
NARRAGANSETT, RI 02882
(401) 792-3936

michaelanackocordage@verizon.net

e YOUR LOCAL MANUFACTURER OF HIGH STRENGTH ROPES
e FACTORY DIRECT SAVINGS
e WE DELIVER

Get the lead out with our new 5/8+” Steel Shield. We are now able to cover the
polyester core of each rope yarn with polysteel fiber. This process leads to superior
abrasion resistance than other blends. Rope is all we do. Lobster line is our mainstay.
Research and development is an ongoing process and your input plays an important role.

ROME PACKING COMPANY, INC.

S Family owned and operated.
O y p

Specialty gourmet foods.

Now buying Jonah Crab.

Adam LaGreca | P: 401-228-7170
2266 Pawtucket Avenue East Providence, Rl 02914



mailto:michaelanackocordage@vberizon.net

PETTER ULRICHSEN

Tel. 508-991-2433

ARBOR Fax 508-992-6456
YDRAULICS & MACHINE, INC.

HYDRAULIC INSTALLATION & REPAIR
METAL FABRICATION

MACHINE SHOP SERVICE
GATES HYDRAULIC HOSE ASSEMBLY
MOBILE HOSE CRIMPER SYSTEM

42 WATER STREET, P.O. BOX 307
FAIRHAVEN, MA 02719-0307
harborhydraulics@msn.com
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Sandwmh Shlp Supply, Inc.

68 Tupper Road - Sandwich, MA
Toll Free: 800-555-8805 - Fax: 508-888-0212

Marine, Industrial, and Fishing Supplies since 1984

Open year-round
7 days a week in the summer
Monday through Saturday during the winter months.
We ship via UPS daily.

-
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Sandwich Ship Supply, Inc.
P.0O. Box 162 - 68 Tupper Road - Sandwich, MA 02563
Toll Free: 800-555-8805 - Phone: 508-888-0200 - Fax: 508-888-0212
info@sandwichship.com
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FAIRHAVE

SHIPYARD COMPANIES, ING.

First in Experience, First in Service

One of the oldest and largest shipyards in the
region, Fairhaven Shipyard, has over 15 acres
of state-of-the-art facilities and highly experi-
enced staffs. With our 3 marine travelifts and 2
railways, Fairhaven Shipyard offers quick and
easy haul-outs anytime, day or night. Our crew
has the expertise to accomplish any repair,
refit, renovation or maintenance on-time, on-
budget, and at very competitive rates.

Fairhaven Shipyard's superior capabilities are
built on our reputation for high quality commer-
cial work which demands an extreme level of
performance under the sea’s most dangerous
conditions.

AUTHORIZED SERVICING DEALERS *

o G M £
Power ~oew| LUGGER

North Yard www. FAIRHAVENSHIPYARD.com South Vrd
32 Water Sireet . 508.999.1600 50 Fort Sireet
Fairhaven, Massachusetts
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